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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum — 


Mr. V. C. Sulli 


FROM 


nanaum 

SullivW^ 

4°^ 


1 - Mr. C. D. Deloach 

1 - Mr, V. C. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. T. £. Bishop 

DATE: July 2, 1969’' 


Tol*cr _ 
D#Lojach 


Cbilohon . 
Con rod_ 

Flit_ 

Cali- 

Momr — 
So 11 Ivan _ 


subject. MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - CCHMUNISM 


US) _ 1 - Mr. G. C. Moore £Th= 

■ G. C. JjporjK 1 - Mr, J. J. Dunn/ SST^! 

1 * Mr. J. Gj_ Deegan, 

MARTIN LUTHER LWG, JR. f Jj A j ?C 

SECURITY MATTER - CCWMUNISM V^I*Ca]i/I^T\ 

Pursuant to your request there iPsec forth below the 
Information concerning thed£eeemlnation and subsequent recall 

| of a document captioned^ femnunlsm and the Negro Move ment - A_ 

Current Analysis!' da tea 10/16/63^ _ A 




The above document was disseminated on a 



basis to thf 


Attorney General, 


ecret 


¥ 


with a copy each for the Deputy 


Attorney General and the Assistant Attorneys General Burke Marshall 
, and J. Valter Yeagley. In addition, a copy each was sent to 

/ > P. Kenneth O'Donnell, Special Assistant to the President, Dean Rusk, 

C ^Secretary of State, John McCone, Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, Robert S. McNamara, Secretary of Defense, Rear Admiral 
| jsfeufus L. Taylor, Director of Naval Intelligence, Major General 
^(Alva R. Fitch, Assistant Chief of Staff for Army Intelligence, ’ 
^[Brigadier General John S. Samuel, Director of Special Investigations 
uj^ffor the Air Force and General D. M. Shoup, Commandant of the Marine 
Corps. The dissemination was recommended and approved by memoranda 
co >- dated 10/15/%3 captioned "Communism and the Negro Movement-- -j- 

GO A Current Anal val s . *' end 10 /lft/fi^ fit Am a runt -4 otn Vu^t-h fv'Ain ^ 


S3 

to 


SS3 

~-yj & 




A Current Analysis,* 1 and 10/18/63, same caption, both from 
Mr. V. C. Sullivan to A. H. Belmont.(Xerox of each attached). 
The dissemination to General Shoup was authorized by memorandum 
dated 10/25/63 from D. J. Brennan, Jr., to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 


captioned "R< 


:quest From Commandant, 


Marine Corps, for Top Secret 


j;' 

yPxc, 

'V.y 


Document Entitled 'Communism and the Negro Movement - A Current 

Analysis,"* (Xerox attached). &ha4di.tlon^ on an Informative Note 

dated 12/2/63 (Xerox attached) tMtw as 

Secret summary was made available to President 

Mr. DeLoach and it was returned the next day. 4 ^ 

***** By memorandum dated 10/25/63 (Xerox a ttach ed^ H&m ' ^ 

_ Director, John Edgar Hoover to Messrs. Tolson, Eex mJ i l ; Deloach 

I Rosen and Sullivan, the Director stated that the Attorney General 
j felt we should get back all copies of the document captioned 

and the Negro Movement - A Current Analysis** dated 9 
\ 10/16/63, In accordance with the Director's instructions, qll conies 
'were retrieved from the individuals to—whom thev were disseminated* 


were dis; 
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eminated* 
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UNITED STATES GOVEll3,ENT 

Memorandum 

^Vi /t # .. ... .. 


TO 

fro! \/ *>/ Mr. W. C. 


£ •>' v<y 


.#/ 


Sullivan 


t^ ir .» •'fWJiaonl —\ 
^ Mohr_ 


date: 10 - 15-63 


M r f is 


Callahan ,— 

Comud_ 

Da Lou oh_ 

Evens_* 

UA±:v _ 

Romr _____ 

---. 

Tove) _ 

Trottn _ 

T*U. Rood _ 
tagroun- 




00MMUNISM AND THE NEGRO MOVEMENT-- ALLINFO 


A CURRENTS ANALYSIS 


TIAR 



The enclosed article is a factual, documented \ ^ 
analysis of the over-all current situation. We believe 
that it would be of interest not only to the Attorney General 
but also to Mr. O'Donnell, at the White House; Mr. McCone, at 
the Central Intelligence Agency; Mr. Rusk, at the Department 
of State; as well as to Mr. McNamara and the three Armed Force 
[intelligence agencies of the Defense Department. Accordingly, 
[if the article as prepared is approved, we propose to dis¬ 
seminate it to the afore-mentioned individuals and agencies. 


RECOMM ENDA TION; 


WT O' 
t- 


5 


That the enclosed article be approved. If approved, 
v it should be returned to the Domestic Intelligence Division 
\ for preparation of appropriate letters of transmittal. 

Be lrao „t V ^ 

1 - Mr. Sullivan OW) • •• \ l {' • . / ) 

y' 1 - Mi'. Baumgardner Hi P- ^ \/\i / J 

1 - Mr. Bland .1 I h ' t[ Vi / / 

/ 1 - Research - Satellite Section ^ 

ffc CDB:dvwT ^ I' ' 4 

Uv ,6) ... . . r / y ■?> .v 
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UNITED STATES COVElM'MENT 

Memorandum 
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TO 


PROM 


/ ; 
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A. H. Belmont 
W. C. SullivanYj> 


DATE: 10 - 18-63 


subject: 


"• ‘ iy ‘'s'U T / ! ’/J. it i 

„ ' /r\rff 

X COMMUNISM AND TH E NEG RO_MOVEMENT— 

*T“Current'anAlysis ' ~ 

— _ — - 





Re my memo in captioned matter 10-15-63, attached, in.., 
which it was recommended and approved that we disseminate the. ~ 

I prepared analysis regarding communist activities and the Negro movement 
j on a select basis to individuals and agencies set forth in referenced meino. 

; co 

Attached are appropriate letters of transmittal fox. 0 
dissemination. Through them, v/e are sending a copy of the analysis to. 
the Attorney Lieneral, with a copy each for the Deputy Attorney General, 
and the Assistant Attorneys General Burke Marshall and J. Walter Yeagley. 

In addition, a copy is being sent as an enclosure to attached letters for 
P. Kenneth O’Donnell, Special Assistant to the President; the Honorable 
Dean Rusk, Secretary of State; the Honorable John A. McCone, Director of 
Central Intelligence Agency; the Honorable Robert S. McNamara, Secretary of 
Defense; Rear Admiral Rufus L. Taylor, Director of Naval Intelligence; 
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/oThat the attached 


HEREIN is t'HCLASRIRED , T 
r.arrj. -w- 9 \ . r •' V- 

hed letters be approved and sent^ « v 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. 

1 - Mr. Smmran 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Bland - - s ■ , 

1 - Mr. D. J, Brennan 
1 - Mr. IWf. Smith 
1 - Section tickler 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
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UNITED STATES 4ENT 

Memorandum 


Jjj ?» 


fir. w. u. Minivan 


DATE: 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


D. J. Brennan, Jr./' 


October 25, 1963 

^ 7 r ?P 


Toliofi - 

B*Imo«r _ 

Mohf _e_ 

Casket - 

Coliohon __ 

C^rf'H _ 

DoLooch 
Lvottt jfc 

G*U _ 

ilooen 

^Seftivwn Jl 

TgvtJ_ 

TiMtet _ 

Tw- Room 


REQUEST FROM COMMANDANT, MARINE CORPS, 
FOR TOP SECRET DOCUMENT ENTITLED 
"COrirUNISM AND THE NEGRO MOVENT - 


.. "COrirUNISM AND THE NEGRO MOVEMENT - w h /PAL ^ 

"" S A CURRENT ANALYSIS" QJ> 

^ < On 10/24/63, Major Henry R. Marshall, Counterintelligence 
_ Branch, U. S. Marine Corps, personally requested a copy of captioned 
\ report, which had been disseminated to Admiral Rufus Taylor, Director 
i -of Naval Intelligence. According to Major Marshall, Marine Commandant 
David J. Shoup had expressed a personal desire to review this in- 
: formation and inasmuch as his office had not been furnished this 
v data, he requested that an extra copy be disseminated to him. 

- ;j In accordance with General Shoup’s request, a copy was 

‘ --furnished to Major Marshall on 10/24/63. Major Marshall was impressed 
, with the extremely sensitive nature of the information set forth 

- in the document and was appropriately admonished to insure that , /"} 
proper security is afforded it. 

ACTION : 7’“ (/^ 


ACTION : •: i'A 

\\0 

>/ For 'information. 

kL . t ' 

LPK:mls (6y jA 
1-Mr. Belmont 
1-Mr. Sullivan 


<r 


1-Mr. R. 


IV. Smith 


1-Mr. Keenan 
1-Liaison 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE .?- 1 **; r:r-*W. KMi * 1 

~ *» 7 > 


l 


X 


CvV* 

Attached is Atlanta teletype 
12/5/63 indicating Martin Luther 
King will meet with President 
Johnson 11:30 a.m., 12/3/63. 

Also attached is the summary, s 
"Communism and the Negro Movement- 
A Current Analysis," which we pre¬ 
pared on King. This memorandum 
was disseminated and later all 
copies were recalled, at request 


^domestic intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Dot* _ —.12/2/63 


of the AG. 

This information re King will be 
of vital interest to the President 
Y/e suggest that Yfalter W. Jenkins, 
Assistant to the President, be . 
orally briefed by Assistant Direct^ 
DeLoach regarding the background 
of King. The attached TOP SECRET 
summary contains data which may be 
utilized for the briefing. 
v - *>*L ls /1A - .r Ay 
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The FBI has a lot rnore explaining to do about Its motives 
for spying on the late Dr. Martin Luther King. 

It has publicly described as "malicious" a column written 
by Carl Rowan that criticized the tapping of Dr. King’* 

phones. 

Clyde Tolson, associate FBI director, says the wiretapping 
was done for "national security” reasons, with the approval 
of the late Robert Kennedy, then attorney general. 

That doesn’t come even close to telling It. 


ONE THING IT DOESN’T EXPLAIN, is the following Inch 
dent: 

About four years ago. an ex-FBI agent I knew asked me to 
join him for a round of golf. 

After the round, we sat in the clubhouse chatting. He 
worked the conversation around to Dr. King. 

He told me the FBI had been using a variety of electronic 
eavesdropping devices on Dr. King. Besides tapping his 
phone, they had planted listening devices In hotel rooms he 
used while traveling 

The result, he said, was a very thick file on Dr. King. * 

He gave me some examples 

They were very personal things. They were things I'm 
sure Dr. King would not want anyone else to know about. If 
you bugged almost anyone’s bedroom long enough, you 
would hear things that person didn't want anyone else to < 
know about. 


renecied in any way on I>r. King’s loyalty, his Americanism, 
or seemed to be remotely related to national security. 
Nor did they reflect on his role as a leader in the civil 
rights crusade, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, or a 
figure of historic Importance. 

I asked the ex-FBI agent if his information was merely 
gossip or If he was sure about it. 

He said he had visited J. Edgar Hoover in Washington and 
had been briefed on the contents of the King file. 

It was not uncommon, he said, for trusted ex-agents to be 
let in on such things. 

Obviously, 1 was supposed to be shocked by the things he 
told me. And I was. But not tor the reasons he assumed 
The shocking part of k was that he was actually sitting 
there telling me such things 
They were none of my business, and they were none of his 
business. They were nobody's business but Dr. King*. 


i 


; IT WAS PLAIN OLD MUD-SLTNGING, on a level with the 
lowest scandal magazines and transom-peeking publications.. 

There was no doubt in my mind then, and none now, that 
k was being leaked to me for the purpose of discrediting Dr. 
King. 

, The same type have since learned, occurred in 

eihfcr Cities, W:: 11 ait.ci' 

rung. — - - 

The same type of thing, ! have since learned, occurred to 
.*1 other cities,' 1 with other newsmen. 

JVM And tt doesn't take much imagination to figure out why. 
rL<i n r . King and Hoover had engaged to a furious public quae 

^ t |>L Hoover, quite clearly. did not like Dr. King. 

> ^ j That’s why I suggest the FBI hasn't given an adequate ex- 

planalion. 

m if the wiretapping was being done for national security, I 

-t: ^ ^tfresume that it should have been kept a b!g secret. 

Secret? How much of a secret was it if a newspaper col- 
-T r fCumnist in Chicago knew of the eavesdropping? Or if a for- 
• J ^ r V ^mer agent — a private citizen — could talk about it? 

(For the record, the ex-agent was not a two-bit gumshoe 
given to flights of fancy. He was then a well known and 
highly respected investigator. He is today a famous and 
powerful mwO 

AND is THE PURPOSE OF SUCH official eavesdropping 
to gather sphe material, transom pecking tidbits that will be 
whispered in the ear? of opinion-makers? 

Thai., of course, is the greatest danger from Rig Prather 

and his big car. . 

H that's what Dr. Kite's file w-s t>— . -r:d r , 
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BUT NONE OF THE THINGS this ex-FBI agent told me 
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^ \bout four years ago, an ex-FBI agent I knew a?' M me to 
him for a round of golf, 

• After the round, we sat in the clubhouse chatw,g. He 

worked the conversation around to Dr. King. 

' * He told me the FBI had been using a variety of electronic 
eavesdropping devices on Dr. King. Besides tapping his 
phone, they had planted listening devices in hotel rooms he 
used while traveling. 

v t > The result, he said, was a very thick file on Dr. King. * ’ 

- . He gave me some examples. 

They were very personal things. They were things Tm 
sure Dr. King would not want anyone else to know about. If 
you bugged almost anyone’s bedroom long enough, you 
would hear things that person didn't want anyone else to 
know about. 

w 1_: BUT NONE OF* THE THINGS this ex-FBI agent told me 

T reuected in any way on Dr. King’s loyalty, his Americanism, 

I or seemed to be remotely related to national security, 

I N ° r did they reflect on his role as a leader in the civil 

rights crusade, a winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, or a 
figure of historic importance. 

I asked the ex-FBI agent if his information was merely 

H gossip or if he was sure about it. 

He said he had visited J. Edgar Hoover in Washington and 
‘ bad been briefed on the contents of the King file. 

[4 It was not uncommpfi, he said, for trusted ex-agents to be 
r let in on such thing’s. - 

Obviously ; I was supposed to be shocked by the things be 
I me. And I was. But not tor the reasons he assumed. 

I The shocking part of K was that he was actually sitting 

I there telling me such things. J 

I They were none of my business, and they were none of his j 

T business. They were nobody’s business but Dr. King’s. jf 

: IT WAS PLAIN OLD MUD-SLTNGING, on a level with the 
lowest scandal magazines and transom-pee king publications. > 
There was no doubt in my mind then, and none now, that 
it was be Inc leaked to rne fnr the nnnyw ftf discred'**" 0 tVr 
7 King. “ " 

* The same type fiLrhwgrt have since learned, occurred In 

1 other Cities, w’iii cil.a' ncv/S: \en. 

i jung. 

- The same type of thing, I have since learned, occurred hi 

. I other cities,' with other newsmen. 

JVH And it doesn’t take much Imagination to figure out why. 
F\< Dr. King and Hoover had engaged In a furious public <*uar- 
, H If Jcl. Hoover, quite clearly, did not like Dr. King. 

^ T That’s why I suggest the FBI hasn’t given an adequate ex- 
^ pianation. 

~ jf ik» wiretapping was being done for national security, I 

? C~ ^Ikresume thatTTshould have been kept a-big secret. 

~ Vj Secret? How much of a secret was it if a newspaper col- 

‘ nTumnist in Chicago knew of the eavesdropping? Or if a fcr- 

s ~~ “ m cr agent — a private citizen — could tatk about it? 

, lyA (For the record, the ex-agent was not a two-bit gumshoe 

J < given to flights of fancy. He was then a well known and 
’ —-J J j highly respected investigator. He is today a famous ar.d 
^ powerful man.) 

T AND IS THE PURPOSE OF SUCH official eavesdropping 
\r) ^ ■ to gather spite material, transom-pecking tidbits that will be 
'T whispered in the ears of opinion-makers? t 

gjT <4 ( That, of course, is the greatest danger from Big Broker 

Lu * nd his bi 6 ear - 4 . . tm „lnAU* 

Cr? J— If that’s what Dr. King’s file was used for, then FH gl *ol> 
^ second Rowan’s suggestion that Hoover he replace. 

-3— -O yh e scandal-shect business should be left to private ind*s- 
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you for your extension of remarks 
eh c- r : ^ <r; Congressional Record of June 24th. 

: v ;.e th-ughiwi of you to comment as you did and 

’ we in: crt?1 Into ir- Record the article from ”The Eve- 
>; - .g Z : :?„v" o: Juno iCih concerning the hfartin J.nthpr, 
h» J-* , vrirctap controversy. 

i certainly appreciate your continuing staunch 
./port and it moans a great deal to me. 

y ) 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

NOTE: Congressman Edmondson is on the Special Correspondents List. 
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HERE! 

DATE. 

FBZC~ 

kcx. i .• 

u: -Mic :• 

IN THE HO • T: 


Mr. 

ir*«d • • >.-I- »V ; 

crzbl* ga:; 
cirjr.cm v.'.. 

1-. Luther ?•' < ■. " 

5.0*15 o' ir.c Tr. :• 

t:or/s author:/:. 1 . 0 / r.r - 

>l^V> U ^ k - v' fc> - . ■ .J 

cct^'^ aciw-ig.*, 

which, preceded z i. V Ai- 
tomcy Gcr.cn. fcr u:.: . . _ 

I place u. i-hj ?.zcor. .: . . fh*:n 

the Wa.shir j::r ; >Jvcni:v- <■'.„* . -re 15. 

sotting lor»r« ^i/cc*>>c dcli<.5 o• * < * 
t«oA o* L«*iC U'^r’vvr..^ *■ ■ 

The S:r,r -r::elc s.*fit:~ ;* 
surcs ^clir.iaxvd a loi.,: x:: solder v,;; con¬ 
troversy over the role or Ih The 

article should also serve u, -::*u *.c cor.® 
roversy a::„. 


sc 
ir e a 


,v iv 


-.. •_ ' . *'«•. w., «..,n 

■ ' * lur 1V 4 ».«*uj: *<. r v reported tho 
of tv o^uve ration Kv.sni had Juit 
Kennedy jn which the Attorney 
-It a About the fcaalLjUly of in- 
cc Ironic deviem on Klnr:’* tele- 
headed tho Southern enaction 
-* Conference. 

.j.» *r»u-. . * 1 Scs*Tio;<S. 

*y, according to the From. memo, 
:\rcr ned about reports, thM Kin* VM 
„ undent of Marxism, that he was o.vu>ciaimg 
. a New York atioritey with known 0©m- 
- s; connection*. but that he did not 
W| .N.’y cr.;>o\i.'< Marxian because of hie re® 
beliefs. The Evans memorandum in- 
cated Kenned; wanted to know if it was 
^crirdcaliy feasible to uie electronic devices 
■ t prove or disprove thcoc allegations. 

‘f The Evans memo said Evans replied to 
Kennedy that King was a man who traveled 
almost constantly and that it was extremely 
c:rr.c’dt to use wiretaps effectively in such 

\ ift 1 jJL 

V, ,v *^ Hoover told Thr Star that 1*731 officials also 
- ~”~'Tr„formcd Kennedy at that Umc that they 
/ C coubted the advisability Of undertaking 
electronic surveillance of Dr. King because 
of nosxlble political repercussions. 

However, the second memorandum cited 
4 by Hoover shows that on October 7. 1QG3. the 
FDI chief reported to Kennedy that it wax 
then technically feasible to apply wiretaps 
to King's telephones at two places, one of 
them at sn unnamed location in New York. 
; 4 That memorandum constituted the FBI’s 
i request for authority to proceed with the 

] wiretap proposed by Kennedy four months 
. before. The document bears in the lower 
left-hand cdtner the signature. "Robert F. 
Kennedy.'* and under the name the Oats 
"lO-lO-CS." 

Hoover did not Indicate to The Star when 
the surveillance was started but said the 
1, taps were discontinued on April 30, 10C5. At 
l that time Nicholas Xatzcnoach mss serving u 

? Attorney General. 

; Asked about the results of the electronic 

surveillance today. Hoover declined com- 

1 ment. 

| The FBI director told The Star: "I have 
I never authorized installation of technical 

i electronic devices without written authority 

\ of the Attorney Ccncral.** 

Today's disclosures climaxed a long smol- 
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.. '.ri/r t 


.V ' v .''ot.rrt Kei»: r.*. ■ 

, . days Ct 't***- 

•. -tAi a/t<*r the a/.' v.-1r.. . -der.t 

Y. Kennedy, the alUir- f t *n- 

terc:.t in some of his ofl r: . "r4:r& hr^i 
flanged. However, the or*-... •■■ :or* 
nearly six weeks afu'r : Krr.i.£MP>(4£rd 

tlie amhorlr.aU«»n f^r U^e K;nr. ^iret-ap. 

Ifrovcr and Ker^iv,. ■ ’ - * "t IMttf be- 

c*•*:- .. f ■- each 

4> .*i - • • * ddrr 

mir.re^. .* 1 

KVMI" f ■-/ ^hen 

’Kennedy niade pttbiic Fc' r»^-.ry5|PCC. letter 
to him from Evans which mauc%A^^o:nt 
that the use of hidden mierophor.es^WTn&t 
Kennedy's responsibility but suggested ho 

mny havo directly approved the uio of wire¬ 
taps on phones. That letter said the FBI aent 
national security wiretap rc<;ue>u to Ken¬ 
nedy for Approval. 

It U re.’iably retried that Kennrtiy war 
reminded by the TO I that it still had in 1U 
Dies tho auihorlzAUons signed by him os 
Attorney General for telephonic wiretaps. 
However, Hoover did not dUclo:c at that 
time any names of persons under wiretap 
survcillance with Kennedy’s Approval. 

At that stage. Kennedy and Hoover broke 
on the public exchange of charges as If by 
mutual consent Thu was r<Tardcd partly 
as duo to Kennedy's rcai:rauon#th~t hu 
signed authorizations were sUU invDI Dies, 
partly to the FDI’s desire not to have special 
atvenuon drawn to its mvesugauve tech¬ 
niques nor to engage In a battle with the 
Kennedy forces that could have poll Vc&l 
overtones. 

The Justice Department on Tuesday de¬ 
clined a direct Answer when asked for doc¬ 
umentation of Tolson’s contention In his 
letter to Rowan. But earlier this month, a 
Justice Department spokesman said Hoover 
was ’’accurate in every re*peer* in his re¬ 
peated statements that all wiretaps were 
being authorized In advance And in writing 
by the Attorney General during the time- 
span of the controversy. 

A Justice department spokesman, asked 
today if Attorney General John X. Mitchell 
had given Hoover permission to discuss the 
contents of secret documents of the King 
wiretapping, replied simply, "no comment.** 

However, the spokesman recalled that the 
Attorney general had declined to authorize 
disclosures in court of the basic authority 
for the wire upping. Such disclosures had 
been demanded by defense lawyers in the 
Houston draft evasion hearing for former 
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adoring controversy over the role of the FBI 

a subordinate bureau of the Justice Depart- boxing champion Cassius Clay. Zt was during 
ment. in using wiretaps or other electronic hearing that the King wiretapping was 


oddally revealsd for th* first 
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devices in investicaUve m-’iers. The matter 
, came to A head Sunday when Carl Rowan, a 
columnist for The SUvr. charged that the FBI 
had no authority to wiretap Dr. King's con¬ 
versations. lie quoted former Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Ramsey Clark, who succeeded Kauen- 
bach. ax saying **tho impllcailon Umt peo¬ 
ple tiuitight Or. King was a security threat U 

The Rowan clutrgrx pr*»mi)tr<l An.'»riste 
FUI Director Clyde A. Toli^ii to write to 
Rowan early this week defending legality of 
the King wiretap*. 

"For your information.'' Tolson said in his 
letter. **lhc wiretap on Marlin Luther King, ' k - 
Jr., was speelflcally approved in advance In 
writing by the late attorney general of th« 

United States. Mr. Robert T. Kennedy.*' 

Te* on added tlmi the monitoring device 
was “strictly in the field of internal security 
auo therefore was within Uic provision laid 
, aown by the President of tho United States^ 

: Evans, now a Washington lawyer, wax *a 

route to Puerto P.ico today and could hot 
be reached for con.mcnt. However, Tuesday 
bight Evans said b« nad no rvC-Hee'^on of ENCXQflRH® 
wheUier a wiretap Auihon^auon. auecivd At 
King had evor bccit involved. i^-IU^ 

Sion with Kennedy. *\ £ 

Aides to Sen. Iklwiud M, Ken bedy, D-Uow^ 

Afdd tnvlAV h* WmM «t« eoirtintut 
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. Mi to Roy ko a | i |Mr;,r • 

....amisU/'•..L it vNj:i -.. ,, 

Detroit Free Press HEREIN fb 

Detroit, Michigan DATES * </-f/ ' 

Subject: Your ar^cle appearing 6/19 re 


, a mist* 


troit Free Press 
Detroit, Michigan 


Dear Mr. Royko: 


.: - an aiialyftia 

, 


Your article (copy enclosed) suggests your observ.- 
for wiretapping Dr. King might be a) Mr. Ho O'. •- 
King (par F } and b. ) Mr. Hoover rsso.ict! to . 
go into the scandal sheet business (par G). 


n the motive 
an't like Dr. 
..t agency to 


Have you asked your lockeroom contact ii ’he motive for wiretapping 
was "national security". Have you asked him the .lature of the 
"national security"? Maybe you feel these que»tions are not important 
to your report of your lockeroom experience. 

If the purpose of the wiretapping was national security and 
If national security should be kept secret (as you suggest par. F)- 
And you had club house experience where the matter was discussed 
in some intimate details, and yfct you did not find out what the motive 
was for the wiretapping (par A); then I would suggest your contact 

MKaintai na/) Vki d ftVill OAfl nn nf B TflPT V { D T t W1 T ft tS. OT51 11 Q « _ l — 


ions are not important 


maintained his obligation of secraecy for the wiretapping* 

As a matter of national policy do you thi.nH: 

a. Mr. Hoover should make public "national security" details 
of investigations ? 

b. To whom should he make these motive known’? 

(1) you acknowledge your contact and other trusted ex-agents 
were "let in on such tilings' (par B). 




You state (par C) "a famous man's imperfections don’t shock me". 
This characteristic is admirable and one of a mark of perfection for 


V; ; i v 

ib V 


y-py 

6$ 


hi* ahoi'kcd at the imperfection of voor 

y uus i / «•*- — ” —- -a. • 

lockeroom contact (par D) for his not being immune to being effected 
by reveMQtops of famous men's imperfection. 


* 

I would suggest you c 
the wiretapping v - ; a. 
ardefe on the subject 


vmr- 


contact your lockeroom contact to determine if 
o "national securiiv motive", then write another ‘ 
s 0 as i^yor;.pl-tc^ ^ ^ - 

NO i f. .itcondbu'e'd neidty'page) 
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It would |>e contrary tD - Mcy fo 

article ^leges’ (go 

King), a$d it would jusi . *opu 

required»tO ma ke public details of "national ^ 
because ofciBper fee lions of persons "let in uo ' 

I feel you are definately on target with public ir.t 
publish possible use of our governmental agenci* 
to accomplish personal motives of public official/ 

Your exersise of telling of your expereinces as 
the chips fall where they may is also consistent a 
I. as a layman, see it, 

I have made this analysis of your article for my % 
pass it on to you for what it is worth. 

Keep up your good work and best wishes to you fo 


cc;C. Tolson 

Associate FBI Director 
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CHICAGO— Tin* J7v * \>i more ex- f - ^as not uncommon, he said, for dniated 
'-t T :ing to dr. f -o ■ . </.;ves for spying *> agents to be let in on such things. . /) 

" the la v >, ;.U :«tr King. Obviously, J wss supposed to be shocked by ~ 

V w^s tv. - ' v \ ■ *v<-- out ' in lhe things be told me. And I was, But not /or 

columr. Wi*uc.. by C~, : iiowan that enti-* tb* rea.soni he assumed. A famous man's ton- 
Iscd tht wiretapping ot D Fang*! phones. •. perfections don’t shock me* ~ 

Oy^e Toi^iV.';, * Di rector, say* • The shocking disclosure was that he was 

C wirciappsng ..a* do..r "notional sccu- actually silting there telling me such things. p> 

*y rcAS^ij. ’ ; of the lata They were none of my business, and they‘d 

■ber. Kennedy » '« a'-- y general. /were none of hie business. They were nobody** ~ * 

That doesn’t come ever c.vs* to telling it^^busirioss but Dr. King's. ' 

0\ nn\C IT nfjFSV"’- ,Kt • wu P laln «J$ mud fUnjinj, on «. Itv.I 

incident * fa <*• «• with the lowc« .cwd.t ma*«mw tad tna- 

.. * iom*peeking public actions. 

About three yesas ago s*n ex -FBI agent X\ ■ - 

*.cw asked me tv join him for a round of THERE WAS NO DOUBT In my mind then. 

>’f. 1 and none now, that it was being leaked to.me 

After the rour.d, we iat in the clubhouse * or the purpose of discrediting Dr. King. • * 

taUir.g. He worked the conversation around The same type of thing, I have since learned. 

Dr. King. 'occurred in other cities, with other newsmeru 

lie told me that the FBI had been using a Ajid ** doesn't take much Imagination to'fig* 
triety of electronic evesdropping devices on ure oul why* Ur. King and Hoover had en- C, 

r. King. B-side* tapping his phone, they had £**Z c d In a furious public quarrel. Hoover, 

anted liv.c^ag devices in T \oUd rooms he quite clearly, did not like Dr. King. = ^ 

<*d u:.:ie travtbn-. _ That's why I suggest that ths FBI hasn’ t 

The result, he said, was a very thick file given an adequate explanation, 
t Dr. King. » ' If the wiretapping was being dcoe ’for JL- 

He gave me spma examples. "national security," I presume that it should tU 

They were very personal rhinga, Naturally, have been kept a big secret f ' 


» vi more ex- 

o' lvas for spying 


coiumr. Vi'i*ki.g 

cised the WiTC'n 
Clyde Toieivn, 

me wiretapping 

my” reason, \ 
F :-ber l . Xcr.r;-j */ 


,.PJ5 do.,F. 

' ; ■‘no 


the reasons he assumed. A famous man's bu- g* 
perfections don't shock me, 

Ths shocking disclosure was that he was 


. OX THING IT DOESN'T ia the fol¬ 
lowing incident: ' 

About three yews ago an ex'FBI agent X- 
knew asked me to join him lor a round of 

golf. 

Alter the rour.d, we iat in the clubhouse 
chatting. He worked ths conversation around 
to Dr. King 

He told me that the FBI had been using a 
variety of electronic evesdropping devices on 
Dr. King. B-side* tapping his phone, they had 
planted listc^ag devices in hotel rooms be 
used while traveling. 

The result, be said, was a very thick file 
on Dr. King. 

He gave me spme examples. 

They were very personal things. Naturally, 

. if you bug almost any body's bedroom Jong 
enough, you will hear personal things. 

They were things that I’m sure Dr. King 
would not want anyone else to know about. 

* 1/ you bugged almost anyone’s bedroom long 
enough, you would hear tl.h.gs that person * 
didn’t want anyone else to know about' 

BUT NONE OF THE THINGS this ex-FBI 
‘ agent told me about -reflected in any way on ■ 
Dr. King's "loyalty," h:« "Americanism," or 
seemed to be remotely related to "national 
security.* 1 

Nor did they reflect on his role as a leader 
in the civil rights crusade, a winner of the' 
Nobel Peace Prize, or a figure of historic 
importance. 

I asked the ex-FBI agent if his Information 

B was merely gossip or if he was sure about it, 

__ He said that’behad visited J. Edgar Hoover 
^in Wabhir.gloa^^^ad been briefed On the 
contents of the Dr. King fils. , ' - * 


f Secret? How much of a secret was K It a 
\ newspaper columnist in Chicago knew of the 
^ ' evesdropping? Or if a former agent —a pri- 
vate citizen — could talk about it? ■ -* , 

Jj* * ' ’(For the record, the ex-agent was not a two- 
bit gumshoe given to flights of fancy. He was 
then a well-known and highly-respected ir.ves- 
31 tlgator. He is today a famous and powerful 
rxsmu)' . - 

^ AND IS THE PDEPOSE oMucfc offletii 
eavesdropping to gather spite-material, trans- 
om-peeking Udbits that will be whispered io 
J - . the ears of opinion makers? ■* C - 

t c That, of course, U the greatest danger * 
*Big Brother and his big ear. 
in If that's what Dr. King’s file war ' 
t* then I’ll gladly second Rowan's w> 

:r ; Hoover be replaced. 

te • The scandal sheet buslw* * 

/^l*priyau industry. . ^ 

'Er - ^ . ■ r t J • 1 7 t ' v t ! . 
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INFORM AT, ON CO A 


A nevi;^ c-r column cr:\ 

Accompanying the newspvr 
v.v.icn states, ’i expect to see your resv 
senators to insist on it. ” 
mark on the envelope is not legible. 


e> ■ r~' 

■ up, Ly-P 

At 

n otion with our ^ 
ft-ctov- by one^^^^ 
tote fromflH 


v.v.icn si 


•‘nr* have askeajjny 
. s, ana the p&st- 


The newspaper column whin 5 a -t to the Director by 
bears the by-line of Mike Royko; however, ioit!-. :ho name of the newspaper 
nor the Cate on which the column was published m -indicated. In the column, 
Royko claims mat about four years ago a former PBI Agent told him that 
curing a trip to Washington he (the former Agenti had been briefed by the 
Director regarding ’’the contents of the (Martin Luther) King file. ” Royko then 
implies tea. the information which the Director ui ^closed to the former Agent 
about King "was plain old mud- slinging, on a level with the lowest scandal 
magazines and transom-peeking publication: . " Royko concludes, ’If that’s what 
Dr. King's file was used lor, then I’ll gladly second (Carl) Rowan’s suggestion 


that Hoover he 
refers. 


placed. " Royko does not name r .. former FBI Agent to whom he% 


INFORMATION IN BU FILES > 

*? 

Defiles reflect that Mike Royko is a columnist for the "Chicago ~ 
Daily Nev.u . ” On December 24, 1964, he wrote what apparently was intended to be^ 
a auinoro:.. si.be on an open house held in the press room of the new Federal 
Bui Icing in Chicago which stated, in part, ’Reporters, judges, FBI men, government 
prosecutors, private attorneys and assorted federal officials were standing arouncFhi 
drinking, bragging and fibbing to each other. " SAC M. W. Johnson immediately v. 
contacted tire- Executive Editor of the "Chicago Daily News"and protested that this^~ 
wa s a coup h . fabrication and unscrupulous reporting. In subsequent editions of 
the DecoJ^*- IS64, issue of the newspaper, all reference to the FBI was ** P 

delete. frit > Ac's column. At the time of this incident, SAC Johnson observed S 
\ihat Rof ur "is the type of writer who never has a good word to say about anybody g 

or lr " ±1: - /a>-/Ofr *21 A-• — s 
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written by John Crosby in OcioV ■ ( 96i. 

FBI was engaged in compiling ’n u- aw 
Spates, an activity repugnant In - 

and inquired, . .what has to a : 
ordinary citizen. . .Is the court* 


4 

in 

■ ;.ous anti-FBI column 
'otter, he implied that the 

• i: v si everyone in the United 

hose of a police state mentality” 

• -i that is of value to the 
fov J. Edgar Hoover's activities?” 


tral R. F. Kennedy 
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For information. Jr i;- 
deserves the dignity of a reply. 


*elt tiiat eithej 


)r Royko 
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CLASSIFIED M0 Cai ? a !e 6 ~ 17 ~ 6S 

LXTENDED 

REASON FOR EXTENSION a. 

_ FCW, II, 1-2.4.2. V .Z7. . 

,figm DATE OF REVIEW FOR / rrs, 

; oandeClassificatkjn.. to/.IJrXy 

OF ARTICLE ENTITLED fc &T/ 

. IE FOR J. EDGAR HOOVER TO GO, 
...TING IN THE 6-15-69 ISSUE OF 

SUNDAY STAR," WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Captioned individual in his article criticize*, f hc- FAX cone a: 
use of electronic surveillance devices and urges that Mr. Hoover be 
Need immediately as Director of FBI. Bufiles reveal Rowan born 8-1 
wvenscroft, Tennessee. He received A.B. degree, Oberlin College (II 
1U. A. degree in journalism from University of Minnesota (1S48). He ha 
■- a syndicated columnist with "Chicago Daily News" since 1965. We 
:S.Rated Rowan, who had been Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 


Ufairs since 1661, 
e rally favorable. 


for State Department in 1962 and investigation 


b %c) 



mi 


N Rowan served as Ambassador tc Finland (19C3 64) and was 

|[ j Director of liie United States Information Agency (USaA), 1964-65. 

"§j ( In April, 19C7, a requeU from A;-:,. :: - < byiAlv^mcoi Uic 

\J ! DirectfStamd discuss anti-Vie Liam protests ay •. IN UN LutlierKing was 
f\ declined. In June, 1967, Rowan coivUctcU Acs.., Airectoi buiiivan and 
4 ; voiced desire to help administrateprevent Neg'-o riot* from occurring 
£ ! Iowan stated he knew ol good wc. m • Ui Uus roll and offeree 


e'Loach tr 


- l .r: TieLoach U 
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is.. as to Bishop Memo 

RE: CARL T. ROWAN 


to b 
Kin 


1 


of assistance to us. 
whom he describee 


Ee siso expressed belief that 
«• • nth 3 • a.- 


dangerous man, had bee cm.. a g _, .. liability . tv’.c*; 

move ment but to national defense and the country itself. El \ • 
KingT^Tllingness to move in the direction of the Left and s. it- 
no hind of a leader for the Negro people to have. 



Rowan has in the past been critical of the Bureau in ' 
writings. In an article appearing last April in the "Evening Star, " Rowan 
■ discussed the departure of Henry Loomis from Voice of America (VO A) 

; while Rowan headed the USIA. Rowan stated that just prior to this departure 
he had criticized Loomis as being "inexcusably irresponsible or was manifestin 
• a futile notion that he could run VOA independent of its parent body the way j. 

J. Edgar Hoover supposedly ran the FBI aloof from policies of the Justice • 
Department. " Over the Director's signature, a letter was written on 4-4-69 
to Lie "Evening Star" calling Rowan’s "gratuitous slur” on the Director's 
t administration of the FBI "completely irresponsible and untrue." 

Rowan is not carried on any of our mailing lists. 


RECOMMENDA TTON: 


None. For information. 
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Ci.y. .ual in his article criticizes the FBI 

use of • .ic surveillance devices and urges that 

‘.Jr. • replacin’. .;diately as Director of the FBI. Our 

lies : . reviewed or. Rowan and they reveal the following 

.nfoi • ■ him. 


"J Thomas Rowan, a Negro, was born on 8-11-25 at 
Ravers(.’-ou. Tennessee. He attended Tennessee State University 
(1942 - Z ;! \ ashbvrn University (1943-44), and received an A.B. degree 
in matrons L ics from Oberlin College in 1947. In 1948 he received an 
Jvi.A. Gogree in journalism from the University of Minnesota. He has 
been a columnist with the "Chicago Daily News" since 1965, and his 
syndicated column is carried by the "Evening Star." 
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T. ROWAN - 



Rowan served as Ambassador to Finland from 1963 to 1964 
. as Director of the United States Information Agency (USIA) from 1964 



In April, 1967, Rowan requested the opportunity to visit 
the Director for a brief char. Ke stated that he would like to discuss 
some aspects of the anti-Vietnam protests and said he wanted to ask 
Mr. Hoover about Martin Luther King. Ke indicated at that time that 
vhe.-. he was in Government service he had become aware of King’s 
unfavorable side. It was recommended and approved that Rowan’s request 
for a meeting be declined and this was done. 

In June oi 1967, Rowan contacted Assistant Director Sullivan a 
at which time he indicated that he would like to do everything possible to help 
tlie administration in its efforts to prevent Negro riots from occurring. At 
this time, Rowan advised that he knew of the good work that the FBI had 
h: an doing in this field and offered to be of any assistance in this regard. 

Ke also stated that he thought Martin Luther King had become a grave 
liability not only to the civil rights movement but to national defense 
and the country itself. Ee described King as a person with a Messiah com¬ 
plex called him a dangerous man. He further spoke of King’s willingness 
to ©ovCTn the direction of the Left and stated that King was no kind of a 
leader for the Negro people to have. 
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Rowan, hes ribed a 
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v and, ac 
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to Rowan, told 

Loomis that he ..ad bear 

■ ■v' 1 usably -irr e 

. r* O' * 

- • 

■e or was manifesting 


a futile notion that lie couh' • an VGA indee -.dc-r/ .1 its parent body the 
way J. Hoover sup;., ..e-tliy ran the ;• A aloof from policies of the 

Justice Department. " In connection with this artitle, the Director 
requested mat the "Evening Star” be written and told that ’’Rowan’s 
gratutious.si.ur on my administration of die FBI i- ; completely irresponsible 
and untrue.” This was done by letter of 4-4-69, over the Director’s signature. 

Rowan is not carried on any of our mailing lists. 
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You bare them. 


ictly what 


Mr. Nov.-bold Noyes, Editor of The Evening Star called. He said , 
he thanked me very much lor talking to him because he knew this was an (o 
unusual kind of thing to have happen. 

He said he wanted to ask me very seriously, but he was sure X was 
familiar with this and given thought to It already, but he wanted to report on 
Lie Lai is o£ their story that was run yesterday about the authorization that 
the INI had from Mr. Robert Kennedy, to release the Ling material; that 
they are getting a great deal of static from people who are telling them — 
th .y say they have this authorization, but they don’t release it and don't show 
wkr1 the documents are and many of these documents that have been released 
in the part are fuzzy and don't really show there was clear authorization to * 
do this and in general there is a ncndihpdUon on the part of the readers to 
accept the idea that Bob Kennedy actually did authorize the tapping of King's 
phortr, He said, "Now 1 just want to ask you as seriously as I can to release 
those documents. You have them. They do show, I presume, exactly what 

1 told Mr. Noyes that he authorized it in his own handwriting on 
October 10, 1903; it was installed November 8, 1903, and discontinued 
April 30, 1965. I told Mr. Noyes that, as a matter of fact, when Kennedy 
waj Attorney General he requested that the telephones of Dr. King he covered 
by electronic device and was persuaded by our people not to do it in view of 
the possible- repercussions, then later he changed his mind and delayed 
bringing the matter up again until in October the authority was signed by him 
in hi- own handwriting and it gave us the authority to do it and we discontinued 
U ca <. prii CO, 1905, under the administration of Attorney General Katzenbach. 
Mr. Noyes said he understood and asked if they could report tlds. 1 told him 
-ho could waport what 1 have said to him. 1 told tfcn the reason 1 was drawing n» 

— ' r; :i UUdSj ' fot * 10 ~ ~~ 
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line on this is that Mr. Tolsoa wrote (Carl) Rowan about his slanderous column 
last Sunday and he. Rowan, wrote back in which he asked a series ol eight or 
nine questions, such as, did we tap the telephone ol a hall dozen leaders like 
V.iikin3i ol the NAACP, Farmer, eight or nine others, Aberaathey; or il we 
haa tapped tne phones ol a Congressman; and various other things*. Mr. Noyes 
said he vas not aching all that. 1 told him he could certainly print what 1 say 
because we are writing back to Rowan today that since he did not seek any lacts 
pc-iore printing bis column, he was not entitled to any information from ns at 
this time, but as to the question he has asked, the dates that these wiretaps 
were on, I have the original copy ol it on my desk. It was signed by Kennedy 
in hie own handwriting on October 10, 1903. 


Mr. Noyes said 111 had one minute, could he repeat back to me what 
he understood I had said to him so there would be no misunderstanding and also 
cuuid he tell me that he was adding into it some details that he thought they 
already understood about this from other sources they have talked to. 

He said it was his understanding that in June, 1903, Mr. Kennedy 
Clil suggest through a liaison man that he had with me, that I should keep an 
eye oa Martin Luther King because ol his association with people that he, 

Robert Kennedy, was concerned about and he, Noyes, was particularly talking 
about Ctanicy Levinson and a icliov named Jones, both ol whom were supposed 
to be ol Marxist leasings and that the Attorney General was concerned about 
King's relations with these people and he thought it might be a good idea to put . 
an electronic surveillance device of some type into the picture to see what be 
was doLsg; that the Fill suggested at that time that this would be a difficult 
ttJrg to do because ol the fact that King traveled around so much and there were 
£ h-l '1 political repercussions that might result; but then subsequently on the 
7ill cl November (and I corrected him and told him October 7, 1903) — cm 
CiiS. ir 7, 1SC3, I reported, and this is a memorandum from me to the Attorney 
h :r.rrr.i, a four-paragraph document, that I had determined the feasibility ol 
c--.icUi;hing taps on the telephones ol the SCLC headquarters at Atlanta and 
. cw YorkAUjl if be authorized it, 1 was prepared to go ahead and do it and that* 
came tati^o me, the memorandum, with his inltlals r 1 told him with his fall 
name, Robert F. Kennedy. Mr. Noyes continued - o.k«*dby him, dating that 
1G/10/C3. I told Mr. Ftoyesthat was correct. 
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Mr. Noyes continued that It was his understanding that I had no 
objection to his using this — is it o. k. lor them to identify the FBI us 
the source or flatly say it on their own. I told him 1 would rather he felly 
said it on his own, but I anticipate-similar requests irom other sources that 
I would not be as frank with as I have been with him. Mr. Noyes-said o.k.; 
that he thought this is a wise thing for me to do. 


He said if 1 had one more minute, he would like to tell me one 
reason vhy he happened to be interested in this thing, fiesaid he had some 
young people with whom he was friendly who were involved in a wedding 
this weekend and the boys and girls all ended up at his house alter the thing 
and he did not Iknow whether they had read Rowan's column, but tbeye were 
talking about the fact how dreadful it was that the FBI would have presumed to 
tap the phone or keep an eye on Martin Luther King, a great hero. Ee said 
after listening to tMs for about an hour and a hall, he told them to hold on 
a minute, that it was his understanding that the Bureau had been checking on * 
King because there had been allegations that he had been in touch with 
recognized or potential communist agents and the reason nothing was over 
released or done about It was that after checking into It, they became 
satisfied there was nothing dangerous and be asked them what they would 
tMn'v of a Government that did not check into information that seemed to show 
that communist agents were trying to work on a man In Martin Lu t h e r King's 
position. He said these kids listened and were astounded that there might be 
another side to it, and he was telling me that this was taken by Bobby Kennedy 
from the point of view of the generation gap. Mr. Noyes said be thought this 
is an important story. I said he became a kind of Messiah for the generation 
gap and Individuals who were pro-King and still are. 


I told Mr. Noyes that as to the matter of electronic installations, 

I have never authorized an electronic installation of any kind at any time 
except with written approval of the then Attorney General and that goes right 
down tojoday. I said I do not have authority to do it myself and I do not want 
it as I f eRHhe Attorney General should be the one to approve or not approve^ 
electronic surveillances and we use it only in internal security cases and now 
in organized crime. I said in organized crime, the authority has to be obtained 
from the courts under the McClellan bill and in security cases — espionage, - 
it .. activities — that is approved by the Attorney General, which to m 
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ailov.cd ur.Oer the McClellan Bill. I continued that the Rowan article Indicated 
vc were promiscuously continuing this sort ol thing without regard to restrictions 
or regard to authority, so the truth of the matter is, I have never ever authorised 
the installation of a technical electronic device except with the approval of the 
Attorney General in writing and we have on file the original documents that 
support that statement. 

Mr. Noyes said that when he first asked me, X said it was all right 
to cite the Bureau for the authority and then I indicated X would rather have It 
come from them directly. Ha said if,in order to give this the authority it 
should have, it is necessary for him to cite me for the authority for some of 
this, is that o. k. with me. I told him that normally I would say no; that X 
would defer to his Judgement because he knows more about the matter of 
public relations and public reaction. I told him I have been astounded at the 
reaction on this thing. I said some of these magazines, like Newsweek, 
which is owned by the Washington Post, carried the Cassius Clay testimony 
in Texas where he is on trial and where the use ol the electronic device was 
exposed, and they stated the Agent testified the taps were continued until 
Ling's death. I said that in untrue and the Agent did not so testify, I said 
in the King case. It was discontinued April SO, 19C5. I told Mr. Noyes that . 
if he thought it would be to the best interest of public relations in clearing 
up any really serious doubts newspaper people have, X would have no objection 
to being quoted. 

Mr. Noyes said he thanked me and he thought I was making a wise 
decision in letting It come out. He said he thought it may be one of the most 
important stories ol the year. 

I told Mr. Noys that when I read the Sunday paper and Rowan’s 
article I thought here is an individual who is a Messiah of the dissident left, 
cl which Rovaa Is a part, and yet it was done at the instance of Bobby Kennedy, 
who latej^e came a great friend of King’s, notwithstanding he knew all the 
facts, hPIfeept him advised as well as-eVery Attorney General since. 

Mr. Noyes said there is one thing about this 1 should consider and 


that is that he has the gist of what is in these things from me, but X will be 
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asked immediately to release them textually. Be said he thought I ought to do it. 

I told him 1 would have to get the authority of the Attorney General lor that, 

Mr, Noyes said that is another problem, hut the text ought to come out. fie 
said it is very well for me to say what is in them, but the text ought to come 
out. 1 told him 1 realized that. Be said he thought once before we bad put out 
photostats. 

1 told him a Congressman, Gross, made inquiry in regard to some 
of Kennedy** authorizationebefore he died and after he left the Attorney i 

Generalship. I said he denied he had approved certain authorizations and I * 

sent to the Congressman Xerox copies of the authorization signed by Kennedy, 
as he being a Congressman,! felt he was entitled to It, an^tilen Attorney 
General approved. I said in this instance, if we get a request from a Congressman 
or Senator along the lines be indicated, I would submit it to the Attorney General 
wilq my recommendation. Mr. Noyes said I was going to get an immediate 
request— within the next coupe of hours or as soon as he can get this oot~* % 
from every news media for the text. I told him those were confidential 
documents of the Department and can only be released as to the text by the 
Attorney General, ' 

Mr. Noyes thanked me. 
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cJ Cy v my attention Is Indeed appreciated. 
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Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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^7th. The interest which prompted you to write and 
bring the excerpts from "The New Yor* Timea* to 
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£>»>ar Mr. Hocver: 


Mr. CV .'1 
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Mr. i- • 
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Miss 


I have been reading of your problems concerning the wiretapping of Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s telephone. Your opponents are, in r effect, accusing you of having 
perpetrated a great injustice on Dr. Martin Luther King, who was supposedly a 
great American and a great believer in democracy. 


i would suggest that you call to the attention of your opponents and newsmen the 
following excerpts that appeared in the New York Times prior to Dr. King’s 
death. Tell them to let the record speak for itself. 


From the New York Times: 

"Dr. King again urged young men to file as conscientious objectors 
and refuse to fight for the United States which he described as the 
"greatest purveyor of violence in the world today".. 


n 


Dr. King said: ’The United States is on the wrong side of the 

revolutionary movement of oppressed people throughout the world. ” . _ „ 

REC-38 

The civil rights leader asserted that the United States policy on Vietnam 
had been wrong since 1946. He said that this country had supported the 
French in Indo-China rather than the independence leader, Ho Chi Minh. 

He said "when France lost it6 war, the United States selected one die- ^ 

tator aftlPfcnotner to prevent Ho Chi Minh from becoming the head of 
Vietn^jn". "Elections would surely have brought to power Ho Chi Minh * * 
over q* united Vietnam", he said. 


In anot 


In his (Dr 


tide in the New York Times, we read the following: 

address, which was sponsored by the v Clergy and 
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Laymen Concerned About Vietnam, Dr. King likened the use o f 
Amei''can weapons od the peasants of Vietnam to the Germane’ 
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cf ' medicine and new tortures in the concentration camps 

o 'pe” 

i •: -ecord speaks for itself. 
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•nd asked me to advise you i:*.: <*. from the June 19, 

1969, issue of The Evening St r va* previously furnished 

to you speaks for itself. He !ta.s ni> further como'.er-t to make regard¬ 
ing this matter. 
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Heien W, Cr. vriy 
Secretary 

NOTE: Bufik j disclose in April, [HHHI^BH^Fof 

Texas appeared on a list of individual expressm^ppositioino the Vietnam 
war. He wrote on June 16, 1969, regarding the Martin Luther King wiretap 
controversy and by letter 6/20/69 we rent him the 6/19/69 issue of "The 
jpg Star" and advised him that it set forth our position in that matti*. 
apparently did not read the article carefully as he wonders where we got 
ie authority between September, 1964, and April, 1968, and the article 
I - - i**y Atrdt 5 t*i3 wiretaps were discontinued on April 30, 1965. He 
Lj;.v.;rentlv desires to get into a h z^J.c regarding this and it is felt the qfeve 
“ -nmate. 
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cport, Texas 77541 
June 24, 1969 


Kr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investi t a,. . 

U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Thank you for your let::-. S June 20th explaining the 
FBI's position concerning chc v i^tapping of Dr. Martin Luther 
o-^King's telephone. " '-*- 


I still would appreciate s 
; 'ing: Robert Kennedy resigns a 
ber, 1964, but an FBI agent rc-. 
court that t^he yjytap continu e 
If neither Nicholas Katzenbac.”’ 
;sion for such a wiretap, where 
[between September, 1964 and Apr 
for the FBI to carry on such sc 
of the Attorney Generali 


clarification on the follow- 
u Attorney General in Septea- 
ontly testified in federal 
4 until Klag's death in 1968 . 
nor Ramsey Clark gave permis- 
did the FBI get such authority 
11, 1968? Is it common practice 
hi Titles without the knowledge 


As a citizen of this country and as on^Lrho is concerned 
about the increasing invasion of privacy, I reel that you 
owe us further explanation. 


Sincerely yours, 
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Hanoi . ■* Hobart L/Leggett 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My dt&r Congres—an: 

Tour latter of July 1, 1969, has bean 

received. 


While 1 certainly appreciate your interest, 
other than the enclosed newspaper article, it is not 
possible for me to furnish you any information since 
data in our files is confidential pursuant to regu¬ 
lations of the Department of Justice. I regret that 
I cannot be of assistance in this instance- 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: See nemorandun C. C. Moore to V. C. Sullivan 

7/2/69 regarding "Martin Luther Ring, Jr., Security Matter - 
Communist" prepared by JJD;fah. 

Newspaper article being sent to Leggett is the C 
one which appeared in the Evening Star 6/19/69 entitled & 

f^f^g Wiretap Called RFK's Idea!* 
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July 1, 1969 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 


I am becoming increasingly concerned over recent 
reports relating to the late Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
alleged affiliation with known Communists and Communist- 
front organizations. The current controversy has 
unfortunately obfuscated the historical record concerning 
Dr. King's activities in the Civil Rights Movement. 



In an effort to separate fact from fiction, I 
would very much appreciate a comprehensive briefing 
concerning this matter at your earliest possible 


convenience. 


Yours very truly, 
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you for your letter of June 18. I am disturbed by 
ents that my letter to the New York Times contained "unwarranted 
the F.B.I. and "unfounded charges." My use of theqiestion 
*-••• central part of that letter was meant to be honest, not ; 

• At the time, I did not have enough facts to Imow who was ^ 

oiblc for the wiretapping or whether, putting aside the legal im- 
! t Federal Conmiunications Act, there were sufficient reasons 
if./ it. As to the former question, subsequent statements have 
"he matter a good deal (though to my knowledge, it has still 
•r explicitly stated that all tapping did stop when the authorization 
In regard to the-latter question, it may be it is impossible 
: before "the public enough information about the reasons for the 
n ; ; for Interested private citizens to make a Judgment on its ad- 
1.1’jpy, but so far as I am aware no statements have been made since 
;<? tver that .would quiet my doubts on that score. 

I am somewhat reassured that the tapping was done pursuant to j/ 

faith, view of the needs of internal security and appreciate your *•—^ 

rp jade that clear. Perhaps the basic question is how broadly that 
should be interpreted when something as serious as continued wire- 
>ing absent judicial approval is involved. 
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SUBJECT: KENTlGREENAWALT 

associate professor 

COLUMBIA SCHOOL OF L- 



■j*r 




CRITICISM OF MR. HOO^Er ANL 
WIRETAPPING OF MAP.T'.N L*. : v 



Reference my memo 
as above, in which it wa% approved ' 
letter to the Editor of "The New "Jo¬ 
in the 6/14/69 issue of that newspap- 
the Director transmitted to Greenav . 

Carl T. Rowan regarding Rowan’s u:< 
^tapping. 

jy' 

3 By letter of 5/553/89, 

^Director’s letter and indicated that »' 
he M did not have enough facts to know who 
or whether...there were sufficient reasons 
that the former question has been "clarified 1 


, to you of c/' , v r-tptionod 

‘■r Director a.v*"^ critical 

. by Gres*-. u li appeared 

Accordingly, by letter of 6/18/69, 
:opy of Mr, Tel* - r.v\> letter to 
ti.ded charges con/: er ring wire- 


Greenawalt acknow) edged the 
time he wrote bl* original letter, 
o was responsible for the wiretapping^ 
3ns to justify it." He then indicates *— 
a good deal, and, though he 


still has some doubts concerning the ..utter question, he can see that it may 
not be possible to disclose enough Information at this time for it to be com¬ 
pletely explained to the public. Greenawalt finally states: *1 am somewhat 
reassured that the tapping was done pursuant to a good faith view of the needs 
of internal security and appreciate your having made that clear. M ^ 

OBSERVATION: 7t ^ - / I /? f, JO -g& t 


In view of the generally conciliatory t<giej^f Gxeaaawalt’s 
letter, it would seem mxx.U ible to 1 e£ 'hio matter now rest since mere 
would be little purpose in further pursuing the discussion with. Greenawalt. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


M§, ( 

aisw< 


u 

' /V 



k> 


That no further correspondence be undertaken with 
Greenawalt on tins matte?, and, accordingly, Ms letter not be 
wred . 6/K. 

: • Mr, Gale 

: - Mr. Sullivan _ 

66 JUL.2 1 w ;• / , 
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The White House 
Wuhlfigton, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 


DdOUtSSI?!^ Jv^i 

o»_ja-/w f * 



__ For your information ther& Is attar » a copy •*. 4 

.. Memorandum lor the Attorney General dated CJctob»v Sr j3„ 
requesting that authority be grants to HxC > v ui * ^ 
r surveillance (wire tap) on Martin Loth ■ "*r 

current address, or at any future Metre to \vLiuf -jay 
, more. This was approved by the Attorney G- ?.+ ■ s h >?• -rt f, ‘ X- 
Kennedy on October 10, 1003. 


* 

\ 
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There Is also attached a copy of a nasiw? n * 
3uly 10, 1063, from Mr. Courtney A. Evans, A* 
Director of this Bureau, to Mr. Belmont, forrur • 
to the Director, Indicating a discusaion cone l - m .*-; ■ 

tap at which time Mr. Kennedy Stated any repvica .Hi- 
should become known as a result of such a survey*a* 
concern him at all, that in view of the possible cocorjv 
inflate© in th. racial situation he thought U was ad/ 
have as complete coverage as possible. Co -1 -* 

Mr .Kennedy returned a request for a wire tap ** */ 
"Timeaie Informed former Assistant Director 
w^J withdrawing his previous request bc-c> * 

Mr. £vtns had outlined to him previously 


-rt-st ;• 
j>tum 
wire 

-s which 

did nut 

.. *rt 

*hie to 

< at which 
diy that 
.•* reasons u. 
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As stated above, Mr. Kennedy inter *p.pr«*f 
placing of the wire tap on October 10, 1063. 


rtj 

oj 


/ W 


the 










Bishop 
Casper _ 
Cal! 

pi sr- 

JSflW* C-clr . 

Bown 

Tave!_ 

Trotter_ 


^«*uy _ 




. * > f t* 

' iiC* 


3 JUL 7 19*9 


Wl. 


)L 


t*)U8 






r* i 


•Mrr 


□ 


40 ctJUi Adoo (‘srfj 










i 


fr Ate -.uiCaefi ib ^ ■•: iaum dated 

September 10, IMS, wrlttes ~~~£«hall, than Awlftad 

AttdRey General of the Civil tix%& C 1 'lsion, to me as Director 
of the Bureau, relating that both Attorney General and the 
President had separately strongly ur^ed Dr, King that there 
should be no further connection bet* een Hunter Pitta O'Dell 
end the Southern Chrlatlan Leadership Conference. This also 
I ndi cate s teat King was informed teat Stanley Levi son was a 
secret member cf the Communist Party and teat tela was dons 
si the direction of the Attorney General and the President. 

The Attorney General at that time waa the late Robert P. Ke 
and tee President was the late John F. Kennedy. 

Sincerely yours. 
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Edgar Hoover, Director 
‘oral Bureau of Investigation 
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ike Marshall, Assistan 7 At i *• 
oivil Rights Division 

Hunter Pitts O’Dell 


Da*.-: September 20 



This relates to your letterhead memorandum 
of September 5 to the Attorney General, relating to J 
Hunter Tilts 0’Dell and the related prior memoranda, 
i appreciate your having sent copies of these to me. 


This matter had been brought to the attention 
of Dr, King some time ago by me, but in accordance 
with conversations which the Attorney General 
had with Courtney Evans, it was not felt to be wise 
in view of the sources of the Bureau’s informa¬ 
tion to state that I knew O’Dell to be under Communist 
influence or control at any time, I did inform . 

Dr, King and two members of his organization 
Reverend Andrew Young and Reverend Wyatt Walker -- 
some time ago ~~ that since O’Dell was believed by 
many people to have had Communist connections, his 
association with their organization was not in the 
best interests of the organization. 

At that time, inconclusive steps were taken * 
to remove O’Dell, and his job with the Southern ' 
Christian Leadership Conference was changed. In 
response to direct questions whether I had hard evidence 
of O’Dell’s Communist connections, however, I replied 
that I was not in a position to give any* 


Following further conversations with Mr. 

Evans in June, however, I brought the matter to the 
attention of Dr* King very explicitly in my office 
on the morning of June 22 prior to a scheduled meeting 
which Dr* King had with the President* This was 
done at the direction of the Attorney General* 

Later that morning both the Attorney General and 
the President separately strongly urged Dr* King 
^m^t there should be no further connection between 
| O’Dell and 
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the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
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unie ct* ^ „ - v - . . - - , 

inform*! , : *>r ■■ > • < )r, . .. s v ison 

member of th- ''ommui ii. 

• o done aft,:: : • versatio h Mr, Evans 

meeting *>ith D;. Kir.g, s done at 

* 1 * n of the f\ \to~r ~ y General 1 ci the 

Prior to that r *’ ..u- ; again based upon 
ra the Atb' ru' . ic^al and Mr, Evans at 
:■• .v, present, it had been decided that it 

rhe best intersrl of the United States to 
King that v had any firm information 
o i was uno r •* Cor r*. il l control, I had, 


, jn a previous occ 
. j; >asocial ion with 
g jpon doubts about 
r t s t es , 


ion, warned Dr, King 


Levison, basing the 




Levison 1 s loyally to the 



_ .'bought you .should have this additional 
Ini' or;?. • • ’ on for your file. 


cc: The Attorney General 

'jnc Deputy Attorney General 






t 




< 

' i J 


t \ 

; r 

/ 

✓ 

>v / 

*. * t* i ' . 


, COMMU.; 

” • s ■ 

■ h/iCl/'L 

S/ 'i'-j . js ; 

‘.- v 


■ /. - . 

/- 

* # ♦ , ’ -V 1 

T r- , 

1 • \V 

* aitcru. 

* l '..I . * ■ , > 

j/ c, 

a t ry . <• 

. : • ■ le, v 1 : 

Marti 

. t, .. 

(a cc‘ 

- ’ ,i e 

Marshal 

i «V ■ , ’ < V 

the AG', 

ion-. • hr< 

tions'a 

’-OUt Lrt.iJv . 

Marshal. 

1 though, 

possibl 

e telephon 

Jones 

• i s was u< 

.with j 

, inson. 

• * v 


. • * •- 

o purj.'os 

VTO\\i';r> I 

to -hi 5 ; at 

:o\n ~i.be 

bnreal cov 

hvthc.c 

*C i n <j V *j 

acquainted with J 

concern 

Ct j .1 4 . \,V.. 

'was in 

a. travel s 

it was, 

therefore 

on Ms < 

Oj.'X-.lcC' <.'!■ ! 




17/16/63 


u^LAssiyiPB T ^ P\\^VtCy 



^*iy 




t his request' late this 
■. at Clarence Benjamin Jones, 
had close association v/ith 
G vl th Stanley Levihson 
', b.-G been in to see Uurho 
racial situation. According to 
’-Gloated ho had some' reserva- 
v’ith .Levinson on the phone. 

eht ha've been referring, to a '. 
and passed it off by telling 
'. 'u>g he would have to take up gt 

: : , r 

the AG’s contact v/a^i that this • 


ins practically all the time, and * - 
doubtful that a technical surveillance 


you Id be very productive« I also 
raised the question as to the repercussions if it . , 

should ever become known that suc.)i a surveillance, had 
been pul o‘> King, • " .{J^, 


/ 


\ ' 



-- r.-'fhc! AG said this did -not-•concern him at' all; 
that'in view of the possible communist influence ill. 
the'racial situation, ho thought "it advisable to • 
have ns.complete coverage as possible. 1' told him, ' . 
finder the 1 circumstances, that v'e vould check 5 -into 'the:' 

if coverage was feasible and, if so, ij 
)t apprcuiriatc recommendation to Jiim. • 


i:tattc*r to 
vcnl d submit 
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Jl.. u,*\ t l,lo .Tuiiica L, riraclou 

r . iMj.injr taiitur . .,, _ ^ 

Ti;u .^(uUotJumu-Koviow ALL iitrOM.»j,A i JON CO^TAINF ^ 4 

uix>Lano, watihhcton 00210 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Dear Mr, Dracliont PAT Ez bjJtJl BY £l£!l^ k 

> 

* t „ 

Mr, Jumed K, Mlhtoo, Social Auout la 

« 

Chart© of our Seattlo Office, has furrdehod mo tho edito¬ 
rial, "Iloovor Is Uphold In Wiretap Dluputo, ” from tho 

« 

Juno 2Cth edition of your papor. I want to oxpresa my 
thanks for your kind remarks and hope that my future 
efforts as Director of the FBI will continue to merit your 
approbation. Tour staunch support is indeed appreciated 


and it means a great deal to me. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 




1 - Seattle 

Reurlet 6/27/69 v 
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Nutc: Mr. ijracsen is on me special correspondents cist, ms 
letter recommended by the SAC, Seattle. ’ 
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MAIL hOO«l_f THLE' 


THLETYPc unit LZH 
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original 
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER Kl> 


i attaching an editorial which appeared 
in the SPOKESMAN-REVIEW, Spokane, Washington, on June 26, 
1969, dealing with the current discussion with respect to 
the captioned individual. 

In view of his strong support of you and the 
Bureau's position, I thought perhaps you stay desire to 
address a letter to Mr. JAMES BRACKEN, Editor of the 
SPOKESMAN-REVIEW, expressing the Bureau's appreciation 
for his support. Mr. BRACKEN has always been a strong 
supporter of the Bureau and has editorialized very favor— 
®kly concerning you and the Bureau on a number of occasions. 
There is certainly nothing unfavorable here about him. 
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i' I.. r, J'rrM'Irsit John 

i . Mr i\ j!i*’ I'iivivc’d C*uilri»* 

.. lie I*c?|Mtr.iJy 

*► '.r-fj*jy fJ ja v WiJ'Ctn J *pj Jli,* # 

. fi» ! tJM«* .-mhorJxid by Robert 
. in imjrK vJth llifr arlivi- ’ 
.r:., 4 L^.icr King Jr., sluin’ 
P.'.der. 

h it. been a controversial figuro . 
..ioi o/ fcis professional career. 
4tj. r .a;raiy had been doubts in the 
: ■/•.ftjMirg S5 in his associates 

a Mr. llrw>ver 
Ui: I.; .'*n unr!i*r ailark by Om* 
subversives In this country— 
eel by Mr. Kcover# remarks that 
d r.c; :cp^|p^res of Mr. Kins 
expre'yd approval of tken-Atty. ( 
dy. ?*;£ was dose in accordance 
c-qwirenatr.:-. 

hr. i | question of personal in- 
d*VpUil\ " *U%i thr* Op* 
pro hecr. tryuig to 
<v; that bu>;s. 


Jt is f torn n fr r .IPnu | n ire Mr. 1 M- 
- V<r by J'rr-.ldrut Nixon, .wlft(« rjp. 

• * V *;rfl ih.y Muf } m b*rj ”c}««i'|,r<f» 

' l^r-’.on^ily*' u.;d ftiimif lh.*t Robert )mi- 
inriy fir. altr.n^y j;rntT„i <Ji*1 a u |horiicn [llifi 
V l.i oj Mr. Kins. * * 

If tbr current rnnlrovi rsv ovrr s^vrro) mrn 
win* am i,o living trrn« &u\ of o 4 ( D 

itii.l r*tOc : r fniUc t it jthonld La reiutAiherod 
that Fi*I ^rector Hoover's. rC|>utaUon is tho 
point at issue. 

S^nr fit bir up;v--u::;l- would lii.o to drJvo 
lum from public office. Naturally, ho is quite 
unwilling to concedo some sort of wrong¬ 
doing when ho knows ho was right and truth¬ 
ful 

^he way in which Mr Nixon has upheld f 
Mr* Hoover should certainly rc^ivo far sreaU J 
er public erf*b*nco than tho questionable 
auggntion coming fronrMr. aark. • . 
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Y* "The Evening Star” article entitled, " King Wiretap Called RFK's Idea, 

6/18/69 

/ I • r- '* *7 ^ 

N0lfe Based upon available Information, wuflles contain no record 
l ~ Identifiable to correspondent or Ms organization. ( j 
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RTIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


Ef 3 Ifi 


I have received your letter of June 12nd and want to 
thank you for your kind remarks regarding the FBL In view of your 
Interest, I am enclosing a copy of an article vMch appeared la the 
June 18, 1968, Issue of "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C., 
which concerns our activities relating to Martin Lather King, Jr. 
and sets forth the FBrs position hi this mattsr. 
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J. Edgar Hoover 
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June 22, 1969 
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Director o* vcigar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Director Hoover, 




'*■**&; 

(p°~7 h 


to »7 o 

| Our association with nearly 1200 members stands solidly 
| behind you and the FBI in recent criticism of the wire tapping 
t on the phones of the late Dr. Martin Luther^Klng. 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation In their unending fight 
to protect our country from subversives had every right to 
use any means available to keep the "non-violent” Dr. King 
under a careful watch. 

There have been too many politicians and prominent Americans 1/ ~ 

in their "white towers” made of ivory who proclaimed that the // 

late Dr. King was a fine humanitarian. f 

However, we the citizens of our area who have always uaed ; r 
the special faculty of common sense,have always believed Dr.King 
to be a danger to the society of America and a threat to the> 
future of our great country. | 

, Dr. Martin Luther King was hand picked by the communist party * • 

; of America and had groomed him to begin the "revolution" that 
is now beginning in our country. He attended training classes In 

1 lrV the company of high-ranking Communist Party officials at the 
vnotorious (noW defunct) Highlander Folk School at Monteagle.Tenn. 

^ The communist party had carefully planned his march in Se^ma.Ala. 
along with the operational control of the civil rights movement. 

The "fantasy" of his "non-violent" status had become a perfect ^ 

cloak of^aiguise- so perfect it fooled presidents,congressmen, /, / y? 

clergy,ftateamen,cabinet members and his - /0 (, (, ^ ' 

«-^^lwe_u|ge ypu, now that the wire tapping has becom o publ ' ig .tor*" ** / 


'~p don't belong to 
loir Association! 

f belongs to YOU! 


Issue a report de-classifing the communist link ang . 
Dr. King and make ihii. i ; rtiCT. punUju JUfeur*Africa 
heritage and our futv.re r-y •'if. 
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Buffalo, New York 14223 
Dear 


It was Unri of you to write on Jane 23rd and 
comment aa you did concerning my administration of this 

Bureau. The thoughtful remarks of you and your h us b a n d 

. ■> ♦ 

mean a great deal to me and 1 want you to know of my 


IK 

•• p * 


appreciation. 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


gfllfe 


NOTE: Buflles reflect no Information identifiable to correspondent. 
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June 23 1969 
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•’'.'over 


'• Sir: 


DlAKn 


fhKfL 



years ago on T. /, we heard Robert Kennedy say, when 
• ' ed whether he had ordered a wiretap on King, that he couldnt remember. 

, . r c n*ed that same excuse many times when asked about something that 
ould prove to be controversial. A most convenient forgetter. 

No one needed a wire tap on King at any time to know that he was < 
.fO -timing his wife. Rumor was rife all over this country. The usual * 

'ussian gambit is to use a woman to undermine any man they wish to own or 
eliminate, so King wa~ suspect. He was also a phoney and if he h ad lived 
■x few more years that would have become apparent to everyone, also. 

t My husband and I think -you are the greatest living American and 

. e hope you never resign. Most of the people we contact feel the same way, 
even the youngsters and as you know, they usually don’t have much respect 
for anyone in public office these days. We are glad that our present president 
(and previous ones, too) appreciate your loyalty & ability. 



this. 


This note does not require an answer, sir. Thank you for reading 
MA- Sincerely yours, p 

heron is ^ 1 
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This is to explain the 
of the logs maintained on Ahe eie. 1 
residence of Martin Luther King wh- 
deleted from the xerox copy. 

SAC Frank Hitt, Atlan^ 
pertinent logs were made by 5A 
stated that he removed by blocking 
"sar:. up in memo" and also the lowei oo 
containing FBI Atlanta and the writ too 
initials. He stated that this was don 
did cot constitute a change or altent 
the ioj and it was not pertinent, si-n 
substance of the information. In summ 
; the celetions fell in the category 
I internal Bureau interest only. SA 
advise his superiors nor the Bureau oi 
of the opinion that he was performing 


*Mch copies wei*e made 
eiliance on the 
handwritten notation was 




xerox copies^ 

- SA _ 

handwritten notation 
. • ox the date stamp block 
r.c.n oi 5A Nichols and Nichols' 
o because in his opinion this 
i on of the facts set forth in 
j f icant oi^ofvalue to the 
ary, SA^Hmi^^felt 

istrs^w^ruytatioas of 
stated he did not 
the deletions because he was 
his assignment properly. 
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At the time the copies of the logs in question were 
submitted to the Bureau by the Atlanta office, the procedure was to 
have these logs reviewed at the field level. As of today, in 
accordance with your instructions, these logs are being revievadiat 
the Seat of Government prior to dissemination. We have had scmJy 
highly productive electronic survei’ 1. aces where logs running into 
several thousand pages have been maintained and if, in the future, 
uch an extensive undertaking is indicated by a request for material 
this nature, it will be called to you- attention. 

t* r . : . ,J d y ? ■- /: 

■ - - 1 : 1 ♦ SA w as i ncorr ect in beli eving•'that the;'phrase 

up in memoMWich he blocked out fell in the category~,of 
ac .v. i-listrative material which should be deleted in disseminating - 
copies of Bureau communications to outside agencies. It is the ** 
e^Bfetion of the Spec ial Invest igative Division and the SAC, 

should receive a letter of 
is situation. 6 b 7 9 —■ 

V - ^ v NOT PtcORDFtT" 


re come: 

ALlanta, concurs, that S. 
ce.isuy e foV~his handling o 
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HE:,'*** %•; i Clay 
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• * recurrence of this situation the fir-i:, j* 

being reoindc letter to all.SACs that no deletions are 

to be made when -;erox copies are prepared from logs maint^iiu d 

on electronic s . veillances. 
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The government bas’admit-; 

I fd the FBI changed—without; 
informing the Justice Depart¬ 
ment—a recorded log of wire-! 
lapped conversation? involving| 
former heavyweight boxing 
champion Cassius Clay. J 

In disclosing this to Clay’s' 
attorneys, the Department 
yesterday con:ended it did not 
|]earn of the FBI action until 
June 13, several days after 
copies of what were purported 
to be the original logs were 
filed in the L\S. District Court 
in Houston. * 

John S. Martin Jr. and Mi¬ 
chael T. Epstein, who are f 
handling the Government’s! 
case against Clay, said the 
original record contained the, 
notation. “Sum up in memo.”! 

But the hand-written phrase 
was blanked out on documents 
subm.ttcd to the court con-' 
cerniitg a Sept. 4, 196-1. tele-; 
phone conversation between 
Clay and Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. j 

fc ..Tne discrepancy came to 

ii;V. when Clay’s lawyers: no- 
sa.i .fif d with copies, de¬ 
ni:. r*Jt.i to see the original 
transcript?. Epstein and Mar-, 
|.in then checked with the FBI: 
and found t: c penned-in por-J 
tier* was left off copies sufcM 
tr.it tec in court. j 

No reason was given for the 
lonrssion. The FBI had no com-! 
J.v.ent. And special FBI Agent! 
j Bober: ft. Nichols, who super-' 

;vised the tap on King's tele- 1 
♦ phone, claimed in an affidavit 1 . 

I the notation was of no con-| 

| sequence.^ - I 
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v.:., cop 
or/:.-in: 
Martin 
r- y t- 
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rm a-.. u 
Govt; 


• * I has admitted 
••’■ —>v;thDu* m- 

the Justice 
- recorded log of 
'• ::ors into].- 

- - -uav jr weight boxin? 

Clay. 

*/_“ this to Clay’s at- 
■ - ■ i ..mcnt Monday 
* i/ ; not leam oi the 
y ■ --.Ui June 13, several 
• <\v,a*s of what were/ 

{ in he the original hgs 
4n L\S, District Court 

w ^ Martin Jr. and Mi ’ 
Lpitcui. who are han- 1 
y/.v^rnment’s case 
the original 

- the notation J 

> •.memo.” I 

•’*-, ^ ihe hand-written 
'•** ranked out on docti-i 

to the court, 
r "S - Sept 4,1904, tele-' 
-or.vt.vatiur between. 
Dr. Martin Luther 
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:\\zsl 


r eaf' 
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•eparxy cane to light 
/V s lawyers, unsatisfied 
demanded to see the 
t anscripts. Epstein and 
tncr. checked with the 
^ J the penned-in 
itu off copies sub- 
r: court. 

r.r.ent attorneys were 
about the affair, ex- 
concern that the differ- 
vu’d cast doubts on the 
Ua the doc umpp ^c fKom. 


‘V was give” 
the FSM ha*i rv. c\ .. 
v - V ' special FBI agent 
Fo.-c-rt R. Nichols, who super- 1 
x y - the tan on King’s tele- 
/'■---> rr ; : *'"i#ed in an affidavit 
notation was of no conseh 
cucice. ; 

. “'^hen i initially scanned this! 
-eg.' Kid :J$ said, “I made the 
n .U' lVTiiivu relation ‘Sum up in! 
memo/ as a flag to myself to' 
consider this as an item to bet 
pk.ocd in memorandum form. I 
/‘Upon suh-cclient detailed res 
view of the entire leg and evalu-! 
*aUon of its contents/' he added,} 

1 /f decided the substance of the: 
information did apt warrant the! 
preparation of a memorandum j 
1 As summarized in the record/ 
the conversation Nichols consid-i 
ered unimportant was one in- 
which Clay advised King to ? 
“watch out for them whities.” 

Clay, sentenced to five years’■ 
imprisonment for refusing in-1 
duction into the armed forces is! 
seeking further federal court! 
hearings in an effort to (Wcrruni 
hx conviction. 
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.*■ y He j, ton. 
filed ir. the U.S. 

., ;ii Houston late 
FBI has pro- 
' £l:> of credibility 
. approaches a era- 

:.ryeu are seeking 
Vvveiap information 
. r* : \ ihrt if e gov ern- 
far Las avoided mak- 
■■•L.’e. The Clay hear- 
. which the fighter 
varsal of his con vie- 
Fvc-yevr sentence for . 
■' --•o'l, touched off the 
over FBI wire- 
. ( :-.r;yjng. 

tj these Houston 
^rL.gi that the gov- 
admitted that it had 
.city'-one*' of King 
• v‘. :etapped the phone 

v :-d the home of Elijah 

i: sd. 

•“ ‘ tr oy this reporter 
the FBI to claim 
t ; 'kXa Pobert F. Kenne- 
rx. ney general, both 
and authorized the 
f 'hnr’-c phenes. Ker.no 
s.:ecessor as allorney 
.Nkholris dc B. Kat- 
r- :.vj his successor, 
jy Clark, have both dis- 
mr? FBI claim that Ken- 
pr-cscd the wiretap on . 
dthough they acknowl- 
he approved it. 
brief filed in Houston 
fox? the gcveer rc.cnt to 
dsr.Uj^ents, wiretap 
transcripts and 
rrnHon. 

■: some of the contra- 
•'t - re.at Issue: 
t told The Star that . 
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1 h? late 
Jr. 
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between 
Lore last 
. L,r J. Ed- 


he hed memoranda signed by 
Kennedy authorizing the wire¬ 
taps on King. 

Kennedy resigned as attor¬ 
ney general on Sep: 3, 1904, 
(but Hoover told The Star that 
the King wiretap was discon¬ 
tinued on April 30, 1965. 

Since Katzenbach and Clark 
deny approving any King wire¬ 
taps, who approved FBI 
eavesdropping during the al¬ 
most eight months after Ken¬ 
nedy left the attorney general- ' 
ship? 

2. The federal court brief , 
^claims that either Hoover lied 
in saying that the King wire¬ 
tap w r a$ discontinued on April ^ 
1*33, 1965, or else FBI Special . 
Agent Robert Nichols perjured 
himself in his Houston testimo- j 
ny. j 

“It w$s Special Agent \i- ; 
chols who stated that the King j 
wiretap had continued until j 
April 4, 1968, the day of Dr. I 
K l n g’s as$assir.atic^ f ,, the 
brief states. I 

(The transcript of Nichols 1 i 
testimony has not been print¬ 
ed, so the brief reflects the 
memory of Clay’s lawyer, 
Charles Morgan jr., of Atlan¬ 
ta, and his associates. The 
New York Times has reported 
Nichols as testifying that he 
was in charge of the surveil¬ 
lance of King until May 1965 
‘'and it was my md-rstar.amg 
that it went on afier that.") * 

| 3. The Star quoted Hoover as 
saying that on Oct. 7, JOS3, he 
reported to Kennedy that it 
was technically feasible to 
wiretap telephones at head¬ 
quarters of the Southern Chris¬ 
tian Leadership Conference in 
Atlanta and at an unnamed 
location in New York. 

But testimony in the US. 
District Court in Houston 
show's the government exhibit¬ 
ing a log purported to be the 
result of a wiretap of King’s 
home telephone. 

This raises the question of 
flow many King taps the FBI 
had, and which ones were ap¬ 
proved by Kennedy or anyone 
else. 
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Oafk Says 1 


f ‘ By Ronald J. Ostrow tad 
Nicholas C. Chriss 

* Lot AC4P«1*« TUbm 

Former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark said yesterday 

t hat while he beaded the Jus- 
Ice Department, the FBI had 
no authorization to wiretap or 
bueyfhe Rev. Dr. Martin Lu 
tb er .fijuLJr, 

( In an interview, Clark laid: 
•The implication that people 
thought Dr. King was a secun 
ty threat are outrageous/' 

. Clark also denied that he 
I fcver had authorized the FBI to 
I oug or wiretap Elijah Mu 
9 hammad, leader of the Black 
Muslims. 

Clark's statement raises the 
r Question of whether the FBI 
acted without authority in con 
ducting electronic surveillance 
of the two Negro leaden while 
Clark was in office. It also 
Suggests that the FBI may 
have violated the 1965 Ex ecu 
live Order by President John¬ 
son providing that no wire 
tapping "shall be undertaken 
or continued without first ob¬ 
taining the approval of the 
Attorney General.” 

The first official acknowl¬ 
edgement that Dr. King and 
Muhammad had been moni¬ 
tored came list week in Hous¬ 
ton during a Federal court 
bearing on the appeal by for¬ 
mer heavyweight champion 
Cassius Clay of his 1967 draft 
refusal conviction. 

t | Clay contends that FBI 
eavesdropping on his converts 
tions with Dr. King and Mu¬ 
hammad tainted his conviction. 
Confirmation that Dr. King's 
v home phttg was Upped from 
1964jin til ’around the time of 
nation, April 4, 
came from FBI agent 
Nichols, Asked if the 
ntinued until the «stsst- 
te. Nichols nodded “ 
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! I Fpl h e adquarters 
Vutement late Friday refer 
iHng newsmen to Director J. 
^dgar Hoover’s testimony be¬ 
fore a House subcommittee on 
appropriations in the years 
1965 through 1968 
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1965 through 1968. * llTrhe Daily World 

|' I Hoover testified then tha• llT" ” * °V1 

* the taps all were authorized in —ji^The New Leader 
advance and in writing by 
^Attorney General then in oi 
Iflce. A Juitiee Department 
spokesman termed Hoover's 
Testimony “accurate in every 
reaped” . tt j ! 

t C|ark said be required the 
BI, over whom he was the 
_ominal superior, to give him 
every three months a list of 
individuals under electronic 
surveillance. 

*■ The names ef Dr. Kihg and 
Muhammad never appeared 
such a list, he said. 
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I have received your communication of Jane 24th, 
wita ^closure, etui certainly appreciate your kind remarks and 
r> -'& ds a ^arsilng my administration of the FBI. I hope that 

4 

otH It sire efforts will continue to merit your approval, b view 
na your concern, I am enclosing an article which sets forth the 

FBTs position concerning the Martin Lather King, Jr., wiretap 

* 

controversy. 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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3 *•« 24, 1969 

Deer Sir, 

Thank ycu for ; \. „"V • /<ce towsrd law and order la 

this nation, and the i--iv ’ ion - c Constitution. I am sure that ■ 
there hare been nary heart-tr-^akio*; -events for you in your years of 
service due to Supreme- Court iecidi politically motivated acts, 
and unfair eriticisn by uninformed i individuals. This country is 
fortunate in that we have had ranee;;* with your ability and integrity, 
ne hunbly ask that you remain as Ion:' as you feel physically able, fox 
America is sorely in need of worthy "ss-.ders. £ 

The enclosed artiel s has eaten upon my heart like a cancer. Ien't [ 
there eome way that the truth about Xing and Some of the Conspiracy r 
can be published ? It is tine that the ^yth tint surrounds kin is 
ended end the public is informed as to what he was up to. There are . 
a lot of Black Hilitiants in this area, and gun registration won't ^ 

stop their intentions. Concerned eitieens are keeping their eyes | 
OPEK. | 

/ A Giat^ful Cititen 


Mr. Trim 

Mr. tWWl 
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Mr. fr—„■ 

Mr. F.*c I 
Mr. fiit * 
Mr. Ro*r*a ^ 
Mr. f 

Mr. Tavd_ 

Mr. Trailer. 
Tele. Ionu 
Min Ho l m e* 
Min Gaady. 
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" .-c:v is 
t!:an when 
c ability to 

to 

i \o\ of peril 
m the public 
;4of it — to 
. 2 *ii*t|ms of a 
-al Kiy^preiaps 
of homes and 


,*»• Depart mcr.t official 
vv^v. in Federal 
/ • u u;:»: Dr. Marlin 
\...c v\ as under 
$:. .^M.ncc in 19C4 
' t yv Ft-! agent who 
vvood this surveillance told 
mi;:*: "a was my 

. ■ that it went on 

whole truth is that Dr. 

. phones were lapped, his 
r: rooms bulged, and he was 
. s^r.uUy shadowed right up to 
i lime he was slain in 
•a; phis on April 4. 1963. 
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v. > JI iigenk C. Barry 
1= !!. told the court jn 
-Houston, Texas,"that lor four 
solid years he had listened eight 
hours a day. five days a week, 
to the conversations of Elijah 
Muhammad, leader of the Black 
Muslims.* Pickett criptoyc/ Uitn 
a telephone wiretap and a 
microphone planted in Mr. 
Muhammad’s home. 

These eases of electronic 
eavesdropping, which violate 
both federal law and a 
Presidential executive order, 
were disclosed in a hearing on 
former heavyweight boxing 
champion Cassius Clay’s effort 
to overturn a five year prison 
sentence for his refusal to be 
drafted. 

These bugging*, which caught 
some Clay conversations in 
their ‘ net/* are but a fraction 
of the illegal wiretaps that have 
moved this country far closer to 
a police state than most 
Americans realize. 


indif* 

1#c part of must 


n 

rca. nor, 

Americans? 

First, thert is the general FBI 
justification for such tactics:, 
“national «*curi f y. M ' 

" Cen. 

s -mphaucan 

‘ *i,i ;. 2 d no authoniy** 

to Wiretap or bus Dr. King 
asserts that “the implication 
toot People thought Dr. King 
was a security threat is 
outrageous/’ 

Still, that term “national 
security- is more powerful than 
“motherhood.” for it evokes 
^ar. and men still surrender 
more things - including liberty 
— out of fear than they do out 
of love. 


* m 

I 


The *»; 

rt *~v. Vtv.-.m/. ; t .„ 

UZ UrtV»M. hf* w 

hear cf the tvi 
bugging of r.r ** 

Clark po^ihiy * *> 
unaware/? . r 
:: Wu. 

• . r... • • ^ 

justifying Ifir^v V' 
j by titillating son/*** 
men and feeding a 

ammunition to Sol. 
who despised the civ*, i 

• leader — all by wv 

revealing “tidbits” picked 
through the wiretaps 

• buggings? 

Was Clark unaware U:r> f 
certain FBI officials ux;c 
roaming the country leaking to 
newspaper editors poisonous 


* 
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i* ~r 


: x/ 


. r 
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i:cne ' s about Dr. King and what 
*>: buggings allegedly had 

r t*'-e3!fd° 

^ Every jozy else in Washington 
0: an > cor.sequer.ee knew it, and 
mnnv deplore it, but no one 
seemed to know how to go about 
making ihc FBI bend to the 
la us of the land. 

Ti.crc is a noi-too-flippant 
assumption in Washington that 
M ■ ^dgur Hoover has been FBI 
director for 43 years because all 
‘ rc recent Presidents have 
assumed that he knew too much 
about them to be replaced. $o 
no: only w a * h e no j j^pia^ ^ 

any of the younger, very able 
Ft ” nien fo Ihe normal course 
of things, but Presidents 
Johnson and Xixon have felt it 
wise or expedient to waive a 
law saying Hoover has reached 


the rocking chair age. 

Hoover ought to be replaced 
as FBI director'— immediately. 

As Washington agency heads 
go. Hoover may have done a 
better job than most. But the 
people of this country knew 
something when they limited the 
time one man might serve in 
the Presidency. They saw 
personal fiefdoms as inimical to 
the democracy, the personal 
freedom, that we have come to 
cherish. 

If it is dangerous to have one 
man aerv* three full toms as 

rresident, it is far more 
dangerous to have one man take 
lifetime possession of a powerful 
police-invcstjgativc agency that 
prods into the deepest secrets of 
the most prominent, most 
honored citizens and has the 


power to discredit, even 
destroy, almost, anyone. The 
kind of abuse of and contempt 
for the law manifest in the King 
and Muhammad eavesdropping 
’ becomes almost inevitable when 
a man is left in a key job as 
long as Hoover has been. 

Were Hoover a more 
thoughtful man, or as concerned 
about the preservation of 
democracy and liberty as his 
speeches suggest, he would have 
resigned long ago. He would not 
keep putting Presidents In the 
poli ti c a l bind of deciding to keep 
him or ease him out. 

It is dear Hoover has no 
intention of resigning. So when. 
docs the President muster the 
courage to say: "Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant 
Goodbye/’! 
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ReNYtels to Bureau 6/21/69 and 6/22/69. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an article 
-ring in the "New York Post", June 20, 1969, page 53, 
j.cned, "ABout Hoover, tfing and RFK,” by JAMES A. WECHSLER. 

Jew York Office will report further information from 
when obtained. 


NO LHM to follow, 
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out Hoover, 
mg and RFK 

-- -L: JAMES A^WECKSIER 


dec ar.d belief, Robert F. Kennedy 
: ir .-lapping on Martin Rut her King. It 

w. : hr viewed in retrospect with any pride. 
' t * * ti’iG current FBI effort to document 
b vhe case has a quality of posthumous 


¥ or the Ksu* obscured by those self serving and l*clatod FBI 
« exerciser in revelation *s whether this outrageous intrusion was 
Kennedy> idea cr v,.K-ther >: was a response to the kind of data 
that J. Edp*;- Hck'-vu. h«r inflicted on innumerable Atiorneys 
General in p:e>;Li:.g '• ■> .he sanction hr obtained from Kennedy, 


This is no simplistic apologia for RFK. I should like to 
« believe that he wtyji'S nave responded differently if the issue 
had hern presented to rum later in bis life. But this cannot be 
proved V' h:_: r dc — cri the ba^is ol personal conversation 
■pis that hr had r. do pen in? concern about the FBI director's , 
role during bis ftn«il v« ars on earth and that he would almost * 
certainly have w-unerri for Hoover’s retirement if he had 
*ch*< ,'ed the Fiesidency. 


★ * 

What Is Intolerably sickening about the present Micees*ion 
of official and unofficial releases from Mr. Hoover’s office is 
that ihey seem designed to stain the Jives of both Dr King and 
Bob Kennedy. 

It is understandable that Mr. Hoover should feel a certain 
J»digo«t^p about published reports that he acted on his own, 
and^herefor*» lawlessly, in ordering the surveillance on Dr. King, 
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So let \is grant him the t- .d Bobort Ke;~ 

nedy—as he had so many other ^rvr * * ;nc same office~* 
into ratifying a dreary snooping cxvro^e. 


^ It is the unhappy history of tb> T <:>d T>cpt. that Hoover 
has lor so long-exerted thl> Kin' 1 k vo^um.ous political black¬ 
mail, In this instance he emm <• Kennedy the view 

that King was in contract with c?v;, roct characters; if 

Kennedy ignored the warring and King proved lo be a born?; 
thrower trather than a victim>, tin F?r«t F-.'kJ public relation* 
apparatus would have quickly whispered the word to the Wash¬ 
ington press corps that ihe Attorney Gcncial had capriciously 
rejected Hoovers pica lor continuing ikeurity of this danger* 

ous man. 

In fact what Hoover “got" cn Kin \ ^ -nat he had a play 

ful quality in his life, und that the uvil lights movement did 
not always obey the codes of private puntanisni, Certainly it 
was also true that he met with many varieties of political men, 
5 ome of them with FBI dossiers, but hi* essential integrity 
and political independence wwe never seiiously challenged. Only 
the crude Xoimat of "raw** FBI material could have lendcml 
him guilty by association. 

< * * * 

Fa bifid as some of the Irrelevant details may he. It U time 
that the full Mo»y be unfolded. This, I believe, is what both 
* Pt\ King and Hubert Kennedv would have wanted in the light 
of the FBI's current release of selective infnimstiion and of the 

- appaient expansion of v.iic : upping under the regime of Attorney 
' General Mitchell, 

>. The question is not whether Martin Luther King was a 
w personal saint, v: whether Kennedy should have asked many 
7 more questions before kiting Hoover ran wild. It is whether 
the FBI should be allowed and encouraged to collect random 
information about public men that can eventually become 
/ weapons of blackmail. 

When J. Edgar Hoover branded Dr. King “Ihe most notorb 
) ous liar in the country'* ni;*r King had assailed the FBI's 
A laggard activity in civil rights vases—King could not fight back 
, effectively because he knew that some aspects of his personal 
. life had been monitored by Hoover's men. This was political 
terrorism of the vilest sort. Now’ since Mr, Hoover has chosen 

- to perpetuate the battle—against both King and Kennedy— 
because of his sensitivity to journalistic criticism, it is time the 
whole story was aired before a Congressional tribunal. Tho 
two dead men cannot be injured by such an Inquest; Trtany~ 
Jiving men may be spared injustice and indignity at Die hands 
of an organization that too long ago became a slate within 
\ state. 
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. OF DIRECTOR 
'-AU OF INVESTIGATION 
v r £S DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

6/19/69 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have heard your statement 
[that Robert Kennedy authorized you 
to tap the telephone of Rev. M. L. 
King 

I thus ask: If this is true, 
then why didn't you tell this when 
Robert Kennedy tyas alive? 

♦ Hoping -you can answer, i am 
c - jrtJTSlncerely 


MR. C ASP J 
MR. CALL AH J 
MR. CONRAD 
MR. FELT 



MR. JONES _ 

TEL E. ROOM - 

MISS HOLMES — 
MRS. METC AL F 
MISS CANDY -- 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


In memorandum from G.C. Moore to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
dated 6/21/69, it was recommended and approved by the Director 
that Bishop personally contact Congressman H. R. Gross (R. - Iowa), 
with whom we have had cordial relations, with reference to his 
letter of June 19, 1969, and advise him that due to various ramifications 
involved in the King telephone surveillance, it is not possible to 
furnish him any additional data. 


S' tyV- 


With the Director’s approval, Bishop contacted 
Congressman Gross on the afternoon of 6/23/69. Congressman Gross 
was very cordial and, when Bishop advised him that it would not be 
possible to furnish him any additional data concerning the wiretap 
on Dr. Martin Luther King other than what has appeared in the press, 
he stated that he completely understood. Congressman Gross stated 
i that his letter to the Director of June 19, 1969, was motivated solely 
by the desire to furnish the Director a Congressional forum if the 
Director wished to utilize the services of Congressman Gross in 
making public additional facts concerning the approval of the wiretap 
on Dr. Martin Luther King and m facts concerning the communist 
associations and influence over Dr. King, 


1/ 


1 


Congressman Gross requested that Mr. Hoover send him 
a brief acknowledgment of his letter of June 19, 1969, advising that 
it is not possible to furnish him any additional data, so that Congressman 
Gross may retain it in his files for record purposes in the event any 
inquiries should be made of him on this matter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the attached letter be sent to Congressman Gross. 
^nclosur^c-C4 £ - ^ 
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% - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
1- Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 
X^felr. Gale - Enclosure 
\ - Mr. M. A. Jones - Enclosure 
(-■ TEBrjo 
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\ >*r. Callaluui_1 

’ Mr. Conrad_ 
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v Ym r. BulliS^^r 
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THE FOLLOWING IS 6 SYNOPSI 


A - FT ICLE IN THE 




-NEv YORK POET" F=1D*Y JUNE TWENTY, Nl\r.TEEf» SIXTY / 

NINE, PAPE FIFTY TH-EE, CAPTIONED “A?.OUT HOOVER, KING ^ s('*Sj f 
AND FFK" BY JAMES aJ^ecFSLFR. / ‘ c j f 

KENNEDY DID AUTHORIZE A TAP ON KING. IT WAS A , 

t 

DECISION HE LATEF VIEWED WITHOUT PRIDE» CURRENT FBI 
EFFO p TS U ?VE 6 DUALITY OF "POSTHUMOUS OPSENITY". 

"VHAT I DO KNOW, ON THE BASIS OF PERSONAL CONVERSATION, 

IS THAT (KENNEDY) HAD A DEEPENING CONCERN ABOUT THE 

FBI DIPECiOP'S POLE DURING HIS FINAL YEARS ON EARTH. - r\ -2/ 19 

REC lOO-‘/PC (■ ' '^ ( ° / 

AND THAT HE WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY HAVE ^RPANGED POTT" ~ 1 ~~ 

HOOVEP'S Pfi^JREMENT IF HE HAD ACHIEVED THE PRESIDgfccW 30 1969 

END PAG r. t)NE — 1 - “““ 
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FB I SPfORTS SEEM DEBT ", .. LIVES OF BOTH 

KING AND KENNEDY. 

LET US GRANT THAT HCOV£f BEG :J 1 KENNEDY AS HE DID 

OTHER ATTORNEYS GENERAL INTO r T A DREARY SNOOPING 

EXERCISE. THIS IS FEFEPRED TO BY WrCHSLER AS "POLITICAL 

(blackmail." 

IF KENNEDY IGNORED HOOVEP*S WA-UNG ABOUT KING, 

AND KING TURNED OUT TO BE A 30MR SHELL, THE FBI SKILLED 
PUBLIC RELATIONS APPAF.ATUS WOULD «HI3PER KENNEDY’S 
REJECTION OF HOOVER’S PLEA. 

VECHSLE C CLAIMS KING COULD NOT ANSWER HOOVER’S 
STATEMENTS BECAUSE HE KNEW THAT SOME ASPECTS OF HIS 
PERSONAL LIFE HAD SEEN MONITORED BY THE F3I. HOOVER’S 
CURRENT "RELEASE OF SELECTIVE INFORMATION" IS DUE 
TO HIS SENSITIVITY OF CENTRALIST IC CRITICISM. 

WECHSLER CALLS FOR THE ENTIRE STORY TO BE AIRED 
SC THAT "MANY LIVING MEN MAY BE SPAFED INJUSTICE AND 
INDIGNITY AT THE HANDS OF AN ORGANIZATION THAT TOO LONG 
AGO BECAME A STATE WITHIN A STATE." 

XEROCOPIES OF THE ABOVE ARTICLE ARE BEING 
PROMPTLY FOPWARDED TC THE BUREAU. 

END 
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LIAM C. BARTON, ASSOCIATED PRESS 
^:X IvXC KENZIE, WASHINGTON POST 
REQUEST FOR INTERVIEW WITH THE DIRECTOR 


//■■ • r 


... . Barton of the AP and McKenzie from the Post contact'-** 

my o^ice yesterday to request personal interviews with the Director. 

-.u\ Barton advised that in view of the interview given by Mr. Hoover wlc- 
appeared xn the Detroit Free Press, his desk had requested him to make a 
ox max request of the Director. The Director’s extremely heavy schedule 
. was explained to Mr. Barton and he said he fully understood the problem. 

It will be recalled that following'tke story in the Star last 
wees, concerning the wiretaps on Martin Luther King that McKenzie, from 
the Rost, requested an interview-aircnvas toldquiteTxrmly that the Director 
wou d not grant an interview to him. In his call last evening, McKenzie 
was most persistent and again referred to the Star interview and said that 
in view of the Detroit Free Press story, they felt all the more they should 

i 1 l f ° r ™ exclusive interview with the Director. He asked 

; tbaL he be c ^ lled today wit.i the Director’s decision and he will be informed 
] of course, that the Director will not grant an interview. * 


For information. 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. M. A. Jones 

HPLchak (6) 

jjs 


1 - Miss Gandy 
1 - Miss Holmes 
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omestic InteMigence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Dat ._6/20/69 


Attached relates to a conversation 
between Coretta King and Stanley Levison 
during which Mrs. King advised she had 
been contacted by Ethel Kennedy (Mrs. 
Robert F. Kennedy) on 6/20/69 and that 
Ethel Kennedy said she was sorry about 
what has been in the paper. (Apparently 
referring to the article concerning the 
authorization from Robert F. Kennedy to td 
Martin Luther King’s telephones). 

Levison felt the entire affair will be 
forgotten, but that FBI Director Hoover 
will be bothered by it because it leaves 
him as the man responsible. Mrs. King 
agreed stating, "I feels like he is the 
most guilty." Levison was a secret 
member of the Communist Party as late as 
1964. 

In view of the nature of this 
information and the secret source from / I 
which it was obtained, no dissemination^^ 
is being made. 



* 



ABK:chs 


naae. _ .- 

Classified 

Exempt froi^C DSI Categor y ^ 

y/,\ tVr *' 1 






COPY SENT TO MU. T0LS0N 


C" 

vr 


msi 




I 





V! * 

* i* & ? 


E lv!;/ 



• PM US&ENT 6-20-6S A'WS 

/ 

DIRECTOR 1P0-1PO67? (COD 


—y v' * 


E) 


ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE CiV ,_;c 


FROM, NEW YOPK IP?-136585 


m 


? * ft f p -| 

; *jr /:- 1 

' v * (. V ..if.W 1 _t 

I :4v-': 

Mr. , 

Mr lave] — 

Mr. Trotter.__ 

TeK Room- [ 

M:si Holmes _j 

Miss. Gandy- \ 


SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNi>T 


*zjT * ' *“ ye 

* £. 13 i ' 
£ C E* ‘ °i 


f (l. u: 


in UiA/Ui»A x A — 

£> / 

IKTIK LUTHER KING, JP. SM-C, C^j y. 


lie 


OFFICE OF OkiGIN: /iiLANTA f y>t 

b(Q jb7(l>j " 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAG FURNISHED 
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(CLASSIFY r >* U >'* <JUi * C 1 V. U LLTL 1 y A * 

»«».«. ss'js^er., A 

Date of Dec /X.^ TrHcOniteJJ^o/jfc^k , 

ON JUNE TWO ZERO, '&JXTYNINE, €C-ETN^FTNG TOU) 

STANLEY LEVISON THAT ETHELH^NEDY HAD CONTACTED HEP THAT 
DATE TO SAY SHE WAS SOPPY A3CUTW^AJ HAS SEES IN THE PAPER ^ 

(APPRENTLY REFEPPING TO THE ARTICLE CONCERNING THE AUTHORIZATION 

« > 

FROM ROBERT F. KENNEDY, WHEN ATTORNEY GENERAL, TO 


) ON JUNE TWO ZERO, 




SIXTYNIKE: 


DDED THAT ETHEL §* 

/66^/Ok(r sO ~3*lf *6] l % 

T INTERFERE WITH < 


MARTIN L’JT U EP KING’S TELEPHONES). CCRETTA ADDED THAT ETHEL 


KENNEDY IMPLIED THAT SHE HOPED THIS WOULD NOT INTERFERE WITH % 0 < 

THEIR FRIENDSHIP. CORETTA SAID SHE REPLIED THAT SHE UNDERSTOOD 
HOW THE PRESS CAN BE DEVISIVE AT TIMES AND THAT Th{? A 

COLOR HEP ATTITUDE IN ANYWAY TOWARD THE (KENNEDY) FAMILY^ * T}/l/0rk\ 

^ te Mr! 

COPBTTA ALSO TOLD LEVISON THAT ETHEL KENNEDY SAID {S 

*!_T U IT V** U Jtf*) A ^TTTrTTKi/^ * T ltc ur ivr tit DnriiTftifr u t ut a t * % 


ilHEY” H/f) A MEETING AT 
END P6G.P 9m* Al ‘ y 

7*>MI0196S 'Me. 


US. NIGHT AND TALKED 


ttft. i!ELAC« fP* THE DOCTOR 


jcOPY SENT TO MR. TOLSd^J 


iLEO iN 








past two 
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LORETTA SAID 


KNOW WHAT ETHEL XENNE'JY 


i WANT TO ASK HER. 


1NG ASUUI 




jEON COMMENTED THAT HE FELT CO ff! ; l A * S ANSWER 

'/ FIGHT BECAUSE THERE IS NO POINT IN ATTEMPTING 


T.J ASSESS WHAT ROLE BOBBY KENNEDY PLAYED SINCE THERE IS BO 








- > 




WAY OF REALLY KNOWING. 

COEETTA STATED THAT THIS WAS -SORT OF PASSING THE 
BUCK. AND THEY’RE TRYING TO PUT IT ALL OFF ON HIM*. SHE 
ADDED THAT HE KAY HAVE AGREED AND GONE ALONG WITH IT. W 

> r* u ♦ nA ii nry» im/PM Ylli T TLICV 1/ Unu 1/ T 11UliTTUTD UF 

LtviDuw ntn«nf\cy inn i inni nnuw i\mu 9 wnu*ni-n «u. 

FELT B03BY KENNEDY WAS INVOLVED OR NOT, STILL MAINTAINED A 
FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM. HE SAID IF KING FELT BOBBY 
KENNEDY HAD DONE ANYTHING, HE FORGAVE HIM NO DOUBT BASED ON 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE TIME, THE FACT HE WAS ALWAYS 
SUPER NERVOUS A3OUT HIS BROTHER (PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY). 
LEVISON SAID THIS IS THE ATTITUDE CORETTA SHOULD TAKE. HE 
SAID IF THE PRESS *WANTS TO DIG UP GARBAGE" IT SHOULD NOT 
BE ALLOWED TO INTERFERE WITH A CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP. 

roortTA mm tuat mi i nuni/i ufp rn wufpqat mw WITH 
WVJ P L 1 1 n Jtuv Alin* « V w * wvi im.M wv •• w *.«» ■*>-. • 

ETHEL KEN1TEDY, THE PHONE PANG AGAIN AND THAT THE GIRL WHO ¥ 
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END PA8E TWO 
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SENATOR KENNEDY. ”CORETtA SAID, HCVtVER, 
SHE AND LEVISON AGREED THAT SENATOR 


KAVE FOUND OUT THAT ETHEL CONTACTED CORETTA_- 
'Sr t *C 
GO THROUGH WITH THE CALL. 7^ 





ANF’ir: 

WI..L 
YOU Of 
FCR pr > 


BECAUSE 


ARK, AND THAT CLARJC’S 

W a -(>■£ L 


'K 


*! i nOLD THAT THE PRESSURE AT THIS POINT 
'• '■ANY LIBERALS WHO RESENT FBI DIRECTOR HOOVER* S 
- HOOVER GAVE AN ANSWER.ADDED THAT HOOVER 
SWERED BACK BY (RAMSEYJ, 

• ‘GMT. 

SAVE HIS OPINION THAT THE ENTIRE AFFAIR 
i AWAY" AND ADDED THAT "IT'S NOT THE KIND OF THING 
ERR GOING." LEVISON FELT THE ENTIRE THING WILL BE 
BUT THAT FBI DIRECTOR HOOVER WILL BE BOTHERED BY IT 
H LEAVES HIM AS THE MAN RESPONSIBLE. 

COPFTTA AGREED, STATING "I FEELS LIKE HE IS THE 
MOST VljiLif." 

! E' lSON COMMENTED THAT CORETTA* S SUGGESTION THAT SHE 

GET r ~F T HER WITH ETHEL KENNEDY COULD BE FRUITFUL AND SHOUL 

—---— 

END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

BE DONE REASONABLY SOON. LEVISON SUGGESTED THAI CORETTA 
SET UP THE MEETING AND THAT THEY COULD TALK J#ABOUT IT BEFORE 

SHE AND ETHEL KENNEDY MEET. * 

/?i t/no ^ 

NO pm BEING SUBMITTED. 
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of JUSTICE 


The attached4^ui, i regarding 
Martin Lu ther King and newspaper M*. FElt’ 
articles were senFToThe Director M *- *i Lt 
from an anonymous source. 

Envelope is postmarked 
San Francisco, California, r." 

June 25, 1969. ^TZ^Z 

Miss HOLMES _ 

-MRS. METCALF . 
MIJ CANDY _ 
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The obove picture was made by an employee of the State of Georgia, at the Highlander 
oik School in Monteagle, Tennessee during the Labor Day weekend of 1957. The |*hoto- 
•vgrapher was sent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgio Commission on Education. 
r.Thc Highlander Folk School was abolished by an oct of the Legislature of the State of 

nessee at a later date. 

! 

yJ Those numbered in the picture are: 

^1. Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham riots. Karl 
Prussion, a counterspy for the FBI for twelve years, charges that Martin Luther King 
belongs to sixty Communist-front organizations — more than any Communist in the 
United States. 

2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

3. Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Trans¬ 
mission Belt in the South for the Communist Party. 

4. Myles Horton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Monteagle, 
Tennessee. 

These "Four Horsemen" of racial agitation have brou<*. 
and violence in their advancement of the Communist devtv!: 

JOIN THE AUGUSTA C&U*l*6i IN THE 9 
Copies available- 100 fer > 1.00 (include .* 
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nothin; 
facet 
contirs-.e* 
rights k 
after Ke i* _ .. 
attorney v 
ternber, r 4 
The T« It. 

Wednesday r t om r 

r r/emnr.-"; v: 

B1 record.. . r, ; 

on Dr. K . .«■„ 
tained i:\y\v W- 
1063, until A ril 30, y 
when then A tty. Gen. Ni¬ 
cholas D. l erbeiL; or¬ 
dered it removed. 

Letter ir Bourn 

The FBI rocn.inert *.x>lc 
the lorm of a ietter to 
columnist Car* T. a 
from Clyde A. Tolsor., r’BI 
associate director. Token 
denounced as “malicious" 
aad 'scurrilous* Rouen’s 

» £ rJpSactfteeT^'S ! “ s11 ,h " '»■> >“ ' hfct « 

the eavesdropping. 

* • * . the wiretap on 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
was specifically ap.n^ *d 


.c-ons 

* ^ then 

cnited 

mi. 

crnan re- 
' to an- 
r aUed by 
which h* 

' for itself. We 
• * comment at 

• *;-f department law- 

:; — ot./u„y aeknow- 

;■ , illl*? .l -V J ^ e ^ rst time 
•/L.’ie •{ mat the FBI had 
? pi . heea monitoring Dr. King, 
j u -: d:«c!:*s*ire was made 
s hearing in Houston on 
*n appeal by ex-heavy- 
y.',:ghi boxing champion 
Muhammad AH from his 
conviction for refusing to 
be drafted. 

Alijs conversation with 
Dr, King was picked up by 
the tap on Dr. King's 
Atlanta home phone. 

It was also learned from 
government sources Wed¬ 
nesday that the FBI first 
obtained authorization to 
tap Dr. King’s phone from 
Atty. Gen. Kennedy in 
October, 1963. 

The bureau, these sour¬ 
ce paid, requested and 


tap 

Dr. King’s alleged contact 
with a Communist Party 
member. At the lime, the 
FBI w a s investigating 
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* Ex-Attorneys Genera! Critrciz? ?!?.: Ch; 
__ on Saying Robert Kennedy Initiated Or 




BY BO.VALD J. O c - -t-)V 
6<*« 


jf Washington — tv<> 

^former attorneys general 
'accused J. Edgar Hoover 
Thursday night of making 
liaise* and 'deceptive* 
Jfctatements after the FBI 
director was quoted as 
paying Robert F. Kennedy 
-Initiated a we tap on Dr. 
Martin Luther King. 

£ Nicholas D. Katzenbach 
3md Ramsey Clark spoke 
? out after Hoover, in a 
x o p y r i ghted interview 
w i t h the Washington 
Evening Star, said Kenne¬ 
dy, when attorney gener- 
-al, not only authorized but 
proposed the tap because 
A>f reports Dr. king was 
associating with a lawyer 
Aviih Communist connec¬ 
tions. 

| The King wiretap was 
Authorized after the FBI 
$nade a case that national 
Security was involved. At¬ 
torneys general have had 
residential approval fer 
'■wiretap3 in cases of na¬ 
tional security since the 
Presidency of Franklin D. 
^Roosevelt. 

? Katzenbach, asked about 
VIoover's statement, said: 

5 "... To say or imply 
4hat this tap was the 
original conception of 
.Iftobert Kennedy—that he 
was the moving force in 
jthis situation—or that he 
•had any doubts what- 
’ soever as to Dr. King's 


of possible political re t 
cusslons. 

Commenting on this 
legation, Katzenbach f 
’Truth is seldom fou.. 
selective ar.d partis’, 
closures of this type." 

KsiZ^utaC,: dec i.. 

amplify on this part 
statement which sue; 
ed that Hoover pick: : 
chose among d«cumer.* 
support hi- claim ; 
fCennedy was the mo. 
force behind the Kirg ■: 
vellance. 

Katzenbach, In a ■ 
phone interview iror 
New York home, so', 
was ’unworthy of 
tradition of the F7V 
attack in this fashion** 
reputation of two 
(Kennedy and Dr. K 
who cannot defend 
selves." 

Called Unfair 

’What has been? 
unfair to Sen. Ft" 
ar.d Dr. King ando 
standards that TjV. 
consonant with t>? 
grity and sense ©iju 
which have always r r 
fr.re been the cor.Vi’ 
of Mr. Hoover to 
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in advance in writing bv whether the civil right* tute a procedure for Berio."?'". " 

.he late attorney general movement had been infii- dicallj- reviewing alFFBI- ! e ^ Uy or loy alty 1S 

ui the United States. Mr. trated by Communists, wiretapping. Clark has 156 ^ 

Robert F. Kennedy," To!- . It could not be learned ‘old The Times that begin- C1,rk c < >n ' m « nt s 
^n said in his letter 10 whether Kennedy ever ning in December, 1956, he Clark, also asked for his 

Rowan. called a halt to the electro* squired the bureau every reac f ion * 52id it was ’de- headed th< 

‘This device was strictlv nic surveillance of Dr. three months to give him a ceptive" for Hoover to ^nfa Ci 

“ * lief rs? __i_Dnrtrav tH a PRT a« *?> 


^ field of internal 


Reliable cources said 
Katrenb-ch, who succeed¬ 
ed Kennedy as attorney 
general, did not learn of 
the tap imr.ediitelv upon 
taking over the Justice 
Department in September, 
IDC4. But it is known that 
he ordered ii removed 
April 30, 190J. 

Rarru-ey Clark, who took 
over from Katzenha :h Oct. 
1, 1%6, was the first 
attnrne\ general f o !r.r»ti- 


list of every person underP°, r ^ ra y as 

electronic surveillance reluctant eavesdropper of 

I Cl ark said Dr. King's ^ He coded: 

name never appeared on " Wr - Hoover repeatedly 
the list, and he called requested me to authorize 
"outrageous" the implica-*’® 1 wiretaps on Dr. King 
tion that people viewed while I was attorney ge- 
Dr. King as *a security ncral. The last rf the-e 
threat. retjuc^ts, twe •„ hich 

According to FBI re- was granted, came two 
cords, ihe tap was cut off days before the murder of 
April. 30. 1965, But a Dr. King." 
question has arisen as to In another act in th* 
whether it may have C on- d’-ornfi inyr.'un/ &S*tt 

_-hie<J mrt w ci fo r me r 


can justice." Kat::: 
said. I _ 

Katzenbach Serr^^ 
deputy attorney e 
under Kennedy rT 
ceeded him in the '; 
when Kennedy res;::: 
run for the Senile 
Burke Marsha’ 1 ’ 
the Justice P: 
Civil Righ's 
sion under Kenne'.y. 
ported die charge ^ 
Hoover was cilir.r 

those documents that 
up his assertions. 
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Domestic intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOT 


6/26/69 


Attached was received fro**a highly 
confidential source and concerns a 
telephone conversation between Andre* 
Young, Executive Vice President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
and Stanley Levison. Young said that he 
thinks Kunstler (believed to be William 
Kunstler, New York attorney for the 
Black Panther Party (BPP), is about to 
file a suit enjoining the fBI from 
wire tapping BPP and several other f \ 
organizations. Levison was a secret j 

member of the Communist Party as late-/* 
as 1964. / 1 


The Attorney General, Deputy Attorney! 
General and Internal Security Division 
are being advised. , t T l 
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FOLLOWING INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM WF b( 2 ) )o7(J) 

__ ^__ ^ON SIX TWENTY FIVE SIXTYNINE 
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ON SIX TWENTYFIVE SIXTYNINE, AND^eC^OUN^, EXECUTIVE 
'4- SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERS&lP CONFERENCE i> 

VICE-PRESIDENT,' SCLC, ASKED STANLEtfTEVISON, IF HE WAS "KEEPING 
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UP ON THE TIMES (NEW YORK TIKES) THING ON WIRE TAPPING* 


A o’«r 


(ALLUDING TO THE TAPPING OF TELEPHONES OF MARTIN LUTHER 
KING.) 
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LEVISON REPLIED THAT HE WAS AND YOUNG SAID THAT HE 

/ ' 4* 

^ t ™ INKS THAT KUNSTLER IS ABOUT TO FILE A SUIT ENJOINING THE ** 

\ 1 a- y * * - 7<? 

I FBI AGAINST WIRE TAPPING THE BLACK PftJffHERS, JOMEN’ S STRIKE __ 
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■ V i t 'HP STUDENTS FOP A DEMOCRATIC 
LFT OF US. W 
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i PID THE FhOBLEM IS THAT KUNSTLER "IS TRYING 

i 

* 10 flip )h ;N THE SOUP BUT THAT'S JUST NOT OUR COMPANY*" - 
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AGREED. 
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, ,/ I^Sji'LER IS BELIEVED TO 3E NY ATTORNEY WILLIAM 

v ^ BLACK PANTHER ‘PARTY 

KUNTSl.hh, WHO IS CURRENTLY ACTING FOR BPP MEMBERS 

UU 


INVOLVED IN LEGAL ACTIONS IN NYC. 
^EMO 

NO LT^M BEING SUBMITTED. 
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